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On page 1, after line 3 by inserting the following: 

"Section 1.   KRS 12.023 is amended to read as follows:

The following organizational units and administrative bodies shall be attached to the Office of the Governor:

(1)
Department of Military Affairs;

(2)
Department for Local Government;

(3)
Kentucky Commission on Human Rights;

(4)
Kentucky Commission on Women;

(5)
Kentucky Commission on Military Affairs;

(6)
Governor's Scholars Program;

(7)
Agricultural Development Board;

(8)
Kentucky Agricultural Finance Corporation;

(9)
Office of Minority Empowerment;

(a)
The Martin Luther King Commission;

(10)
Office of Homeland Security; [and]
(11)
Governor's Council on Wellness and Physical Activity; and

(12)
The Independent Office of Investigation for Child Protective Services.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 12 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
There is hereby established the Independent Office of Investigation for Child Protective Services which shall be independent of any supervision or control by any executive agency.

(2)
The Independent Office of Investigation for Child Protective Services shall be headed by an executive director who shall be appointed by the Governor for a term of not less than seven (7) years, notwithstanding any law to the contrary, from a list of names submitted by a nominating committee as set forth in subsection (3) of this section. The executive director may, subject to available funds, employ other personnel as he or she deems necessary for the efficient management of the office.

(3)
A nominating committee composed of the commissioner of the Kentucky State Police, the Chief Justice of the Kentucky Supreme Court, the Attorney General, and the executive director of the Administrative Office of the Courts shall present a list of not less than three (3) names, from which the Governor shall appoint the executive director of the Independent Office of Investigation for Child Protective Services.

(4)
The executive director shall have appropriate experience and training with the legal system, the management and coordination of state agencies, and the investigation of child abuse and neglect cases. The executive director shall be selected without regard to political affiliation and on the basis of integrity and leadership capability. No person who has been employed by the cabinet during the preceding five (5) years shall be eligible for nomination by the nominating committee.

(5)
The executive director of the Independent Office of Investigation for Child Protective Services shall serve as the chair of the external statewide child fatality and near fatality review panel established under Section 7 of this Act.

(6)
The Independent Office of Investigation for Child Protective Services shall:

(a)
Ensure that children involved with an executive agency, and in particular, children served by the child welfare or juvenile justice systems, receive timely, safe, and effective services; 

(b)
Ensure that children placed in the care of the Commonwealth or treated under the supervision of an executive agency in any public or private facility shall receive humane and dignified treatment at all times, with full respect for the child’s personal dignity;

(c)
Conduct investigations, performance reviews, and accountability audits on a system-wide basis of the care and services that executive agencies provide children;

(d)
Advise the public and those at the highest levels of state government about how the Commonwealth may improve its services to and for children and their families; and

(e)
Serve as the chair of the external statewide child fatality and near fatality review panel.

(7)
The Governor shall provide for the operation and personnel of the Independent Office of Investigation for Child Protective Services. The Cabinet for Health and Family Services shall provide adequate administrative support and office space to be located in the main building of the cabinet.

(8)
The Independent Office of Investigation for Child Protective Services shall have all access to information and records, authority to subpoena records, and responsibilities for confidentiality as the external statewide child fatality and near fatality review panel under Section 7 of this Act.

(9)
The Independent Office of Investigation for Child Protective Services shall, in consultation with the external statewide child fatality and near fatality review panel, submit an annual report to the Governor, the secretary of the Cabinet of Health and Family Services, the Legislative Research Commission, the Office of the Attorney General, the Department of  Kentucky State Police, and the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. The report shall include, but not be limited to:

(a)
A detailed description of the ongoing and completed activities, investigations, outcomes, and any resulting findings or recommendations; and

(b)
A comprehensive plan with periodic benchmarks and cost estimates and recommendations for a coordinated, system-wide response to child abuse and neglect, including related mental health, substance abuse and domestic violence issues.

(10)
The comprehensive plan required under subsection (4) of this section shall examine the status and make recommendations regarding the following issues: 

(a)
Mandated reporting, including:

1.
The quality and quantity of training provided to mandated reporters;

2.
Standards for training based on best practices for recognizing and reporting suspected child abuse and neglect;

3.
The use of the following as forums for training mandated reporters: online programs, training offered by state agencies, and existing programs of professional training such as those required for initial licensure or certification and relicensure or recertification, continuing education programs or in-service training; and

4.
Screening of child abuse and neglect reports, including:

a.
Centralized reporting and screening processes;

b.
A twenty-four (24) hour, toll-free telephone number for all oral reports, a single fax number or mailing address for all written reports, and internet-based filing of reports;

c.
Multiple reports filed about a particular child or family; and

d.
A determination of when and under what conditions reports may have been inappropriately screened out, and the impact of those decisions;
(b)
The provision of specialized medical examinations of children who present signs of abuse or neglect;

(c)
The shortage of experts in the Commonwealth who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of abused or neglected children, with recommendations to train pediatricians and pediatric nurse practitioners to become clinical experts who are knowledgeable and competent in all areas of child abuse and neglect, including the identification, assessment, and treatment of physical abuse, sexual abuse, neglect, and emotional abuse and neglect; multidisciplinary training with law enforcement, state and local agencies, and child advocacy centers; collection of forensic evidence; court testimony; research; and child advocacy;

(d)
Social worker caseloads, including:

1.
The cost of state-wide adoption of various standard caseload ratios;

2.
A potential multiyear plan to reduce caseloads; and

3.
Duties handled by social workers that may be more affordably and efficiently handled by other staff;

(e)
Law enforcement involvement, including:

1.
How effectively the Department for Community Based Services and law enforcement collaborate, and whether there is room for improvement or coordination of resources;

2.
Protocols for mandatory reporting of certain abuse or neglect to local law enforcement and district attorneys; and

3.
Potential alignment with efforts to prevent or prosecute domestic violence and with the procedures used in the investigation of sexual abuse;

(f)
Social worker qualifications, including the infrastructure needed to support a more qualified workforce; 

(g)
The effectiveness of the state’s child abuse laws as they relate to defining, prohibiting, preventing, and reporting cases of emotional abuse of children, including recommendations to increase public and professional education and awareness of the symptoms and impact of emotional abuse; 

(h)
The effectiveness of policies, procedures, and practices in the prevention of child abuse and neglect, in the responses to reports of child abuse and neglect, and in the provision of services to children who have been abused or neglected; and

(i)
Racial disproportionality and disparity of the department’s client population, including the effectiveness of reforms designed to address overrepresentation of children of color within that population." and renumbering subsequent sections accordingly; and

On page 4, line 7, after "deaths to" by inserting the following: "the executive director of the Independent Office of Investigation for Child Protective Services for review by"; and

On page 4, line 8, by deleting "5" and inserting "7" in lieu thereof; and

On page 4, line 9, by deleting "corner" and inserting "coroner" in lieu thereof; and

On page 4, line 10, by deleting "5" and inserting "7" in lieu thereof; and

On page 4, line 16, after "team to" by inserting the following: "the executive director of the Independent Office of Investigation for Child Protective Services for review by"; and

On page 4, line 16, by deleting "5" and inserting "7" in lieu thereof; and

On page 16, line 11, by deleting "4" and inserting "6" in lieu thereof; and

On page 16, line 14, by deleting "Attorney General, or an assistant Attorney General," and by inserting "executive director of the Independent Office of Investigation for Child Protective Services" in lieu thereof; and

On page 16, line 15, by deleting "until the panel selects a chair"; and

On page 16, line 17, after "members" by inserting "in addition to the executive director of the Independent Office of Investigation for Child Protective Services,"; and

On page 18, line 5, after "Members" by inserting "other than the chair who are"; and

On page 18, line 8, after "member" by inserting "other than the chair"; and

On page 22, line 20, by deleting "4" and inserting "6" in lieu thereof; and

On page 32, line 11, after "The" by inserting "Independent Office of Investigation for Child Protective Services as established in Section 2 of this Act and the"; and

On page 32, line 12, by deleting "5" and inserting "7" in lieu thereof; and

On page 34, line 9, after "To" by inserting "the Independent Office of Investigation for Child Protective Services as established in Section 2 of this Act and"; and

On page 34, line 10, by deleting "5" and inserting "7" in lieu thereof; and

On page 34, line 15, by deleting "4" and inserting "6" in lieu thereof; and

On page 34, line 25, by deleting "4" and inserting "6" in lieu thereof; and

On page 36, line 10, by deleting "5" and inserting "7" in lieu thereof; and

On page 36, line 16, by deleting "5" and inserting "7" in lieu thereof.
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