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AN ACT relating to Medicaid dental services and making an appropriation therefor.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 205 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The General Assembly hereby finds and declares that:

(a)
In 2000, the U.S. Surgeon General found that tooth decay was the most common chronic childhood disease, and a 2005 report found that about three hundred thirty-eight thousand (338,000) children covered by Kentucky's Medicaid program did not see a dentist in the previous year;

(b)
Untreated dental disease can lead to problems for children with eating, speaking, and learning and, in the most extreme cases, can result in death;

(c)
The American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry recommends that a child visit a dentist when the first tooth appears, no later than his or her first birthday, and has a dental checkup at least twice a year. However, children covered by Medicaid may not be able to access needed dental care if dentists are unavailable due to low Medicaid reimbursement rates;

(d)
Recent research has shown that higher Medicaid reimbursement rates for dentists were associated with higher rates of dental care for children and adolescents; and

(e)
It is in the best interests of the citizens of the Commonwealth to ensure that its most vulnerable citizens have access to the dental care necessary to prevent more costly illnesses.

(2)
As used in this section:

(a)
"Cabinet" means the Cabinet for Health and Family Services; and

(b)
"Department" means the Department for Medicaid Services.

(3)
The department shall develop and implement a pilot project to improve access to Medicaid child dental services in accordance with the following:

(a)
The pilot project shall be targeted to children age zero to twelve (12) years who are participating in the Kentucky Medicaid program;

(b)
An allotment shall be established for each child to supplement the difference between the Medicaid reimbursement rate for the dental service and the prevailing market rate for the dental service as determined by the department. The allotment shall be used to provide necessary Medicaid dental services for which the child is eligible and as identified in an approved dental treatment plan;

(c)
Each dental provider participating in the pilot project shall be:

1.
Enrolled in the Kentucky Medicaid program as a Medicaid provider; and

2.
Reimbursed at a rate equal to the prevailing market rate for the dental service to be provided as determined by the department; and

(d)
The pilot project shall be implemented in different geographic regions of the state with an emphasis on underserved areas and populations.


Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to prevent the provision of any necessary Medicaid dental service for which a child is eligible.

(4)
The pilot project shall begin no later than January 1, 2013, and shall be terminated no later than three (3) years after the implementation date. The department shall conduct an evaluation of the implementation and results of the pilot project during the final year of the pilot project. The findings of the evaluation shall be reported to the Governor and to the Legislative Research Commission within six (6) months following the termination of the pilot project.

(5)
In implementing the pilot project, the department shall collaborate, as appropriate, with other government agencies and educational institutions, including local health departments, schools of social work, and schools of public health at postsecondary institutions, to provide case-management, evaluation, and other services as identified by the department.

(6)
The pilot project shall be funded using existing appropriations to the cabinet in an amount not to exceed two million dollars ($2,000,000) each fiscal year the pilot project operates.

(7)
The cabinet shall request any waivers of federal law that are necessary to implement this section.

(8)
The cabinet shall promulgate administrative regulations in accordance with KRS Chapter 13A to carry out this section.

Page 1 of 1
BR005100.100 - 51 - 1851

Jacketed

