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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	483


	Bill #:
	HB 239 GA


	Bill Subject/Title:
	Pilot projects studying the feasibility & desirability of opening court proceedings related to dependency, neglect, abuse, and termination of parental rights 


	Sponsor:
	Representative Susan Westrom


	Unit of Government:
	 
	City
	x
	County
	x
	Urban-County

	
	x
	Charter County
	x
	Consolidated Local
	x
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted
	Sheriff’s department


	Requirement:
	x
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	x
	Modifies Existing
	
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 239 GA requests that the Supreme Court of Kentucky institute a pilot project to study the feasibility and desirability of the opening or limited opening of court proceedings to the public relating to:  (1) abuse, neglect and dependency proceedings; and (2) termination of parental rights proceedings.  It would be up to the Supreme Court of Kentucky to decide whether to institute one or more open court pilot projects in the short term or over time. Circuit Judges, Family Court Judges, or District Judges could volunteer to participate in any pilot project or projects instituted. HB 239 GA sets requirements for any open court pilot project that the Supreme Court permits.
The local mandate is confined to the role of the sheriff’s department including deputies who provide court security during these types of proceedings. 
Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 239 GA on a sheriff’s department is likely to remain the same as for the measure as introduced that is, nil to minimal.  The sheriff’s department will provide court security in any open court pilot project that the Supreme Court of Kentucky may choose to institute, in the short term or over time, to demonstrate and study the opening or limited opening of the proceedings of specified types of cases involving children, be that in a Family Court, Circuit Court, or District Court.  There is little to no new costs, as the sheriffs are already charged with providing court security during these types of proceedings. 
Under KRS 64.092, sheriffs are compensated by the state
 for attending court when ordered to be physically present in the courtroom or ordered to be physically present to discharge a duty ordered by the Chief Circuit Judge, Chief District Judge, or Judge of the Court of Appeals as appropriate.  Compensation is usually for one sheriff (deputy) per court or courtroom during a single day.  If additional personnel are needed, that must be certified by the Chief Circuit Judge, Chief District Judge, or Judge of the Court of appeals and the utilization of the additional personnel is approved by the Chief Justice.

When serving a Circuit or District Court, the sheriff or other law enforcement officer is compensated at the rate of $8 per hour of service (KRS 64.092).  Moneys received are considered operating expenses of the sheriff’s office and are not considered individual compensation.

Child abuse, neglect and dependency court proceedings, and termination of parental rights court proceedings are ongoing in the court system.  While court security is required to be provided by the sheriff’s department for all of these cases, any demonstration pilot project that may be created within the court system would not generate any new cases. Court security is a routine duty of sheriff departments for which state compensation is received under state statutes.  
	Data Source(s):
	 Kentucky Sheriffs Association;  LRC Staff
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� KRS 64.090 allows sheriffs to charge and collect fees from the Commonwealth for performance of court-related duties including attending trials. In turn, the state Finance and Administration Cabinet, Division of Local Government Services, County Fees Systems Branch, reimburses sheriffs for court security duties.
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