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COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

STATE FISCAL NOTE STATEMENT

	GENERAL ASSEMBLY
	LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COMMISSION

	2012  REGULAR SESSION
	


MEASURE

	( x) 2012 BR No.
	 0892
	
	( x)
	HB
	Bill No.
	264


	( ) Resolution No.
	
	
	( ) Amendment No.
	


	SUBJECT/TITLE
	An Act relating to the investigation of child abuse and neglect.


	SPONSOR
	Representative Westrom


NOTE SUMMARY

	Fiscal Analysis:
	
	
	Impact
	
	
	No Impact
	X
	Indeterminable Impact

	Level(s) of Impact:
	
	
	State
	
	
	Local
	
	Federal


	Budget Unit(s) Impact
	Community Based Services


	Fund(s) Impact:
	
	X
	General
	
	
	Road
	X
	Federal

	
	
	Restricted Agency (Type)
	
	(Other)


FISCAL SUMMARY

_______________________________________________________________________________

	Fiscal Estimates
	
	2012-2013
	2013-2014
	Future Annual

Rate of Change

	Revenues          Increase
                             (Decrease)


	
	
	
	

	Expenditures     Increase 
                              (Decrease)

  
	
	Indeterminable
	Indeterminable
	Indeterminable

	Net Effect      Positive

                         (Negative)


	
	(Indeterminable)
	(Indeterminable)
	(Indeterminable)


______________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE: HB 264 amends KRS 600.020 to provide separate definitions of "abused child" and "neglected child.”  In addition, HB 264 adds "any household or family member, or paramour of the child's parent", to the definition of "abused child", and requires the Cabinet for Health and Family Services to participate in an investigation of abuse if the report alleges abuse by a household or family member or a paramour of the child's parent.
PROVISION/MECHANICS: HB 264 amends KRS 600.020 to add separate definitions of "abused child" and "neglected child"; adds "any household or family member, or a paramour of the child's parent", to the definition of "abused child"; amends KRS 620.040 to require the Cabinet for Health and Family Services to participate in an investigation of abuse if the report alleges abuse by a household or family member, or a paramour of the child's parent; amends KRS 214.160, 620.090, and 625.090 to conform.
FISCAL EXPLANATION:  This fiscal impact is indeterminable because the number of additional investigations that would be required by expanding the definition of an "abused child" to include "any household or family member or paramour of the child's parent" is unknown.
Per the Department for Community Based Services (DCBS), Cabinet for Health and Family Services 2012-2014 Biennial Budget Request, DCBS receives reports of abuse or neglect on close to 90,000 children per year.  Of these, approximately 32,000 reports involving close to 45,000 children are investigated.  Thirty-five percent (35%) of these reports are substantiated involving approximately 15,000 children.

This legislation could require additional social workers.  Public testimony has been given that it takes 12 to 18 months to train a new social worker to properly provide direct casework services.  In addition, current social workers, even those with many years of service, are leaving state government citing mental and physical health issues due to extremely stressful work environments.  The starting salary for a new social worker is currently $2,670 per month or $32,042 per year not including an additional 40% for fringe benefits.
	DATA SOURCE(S)
	Cabinet for Health and Family Services
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