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2012 Regular Session 
     
Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1139


	Bill #:
	HB 271 GA


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to peace officers


	Sponsor:
	Rep. Tim Moore 


	Unit of Government:
	x
	City
	x
	County
	x
	Urban-County

	
	x
	Charter County
	x
	Consolidated Local
	x
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted
	peace officers and local jails


	Requirement:
	x
	Mandatory
	x
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	 
	Modifies Existing
	x
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 271 GA provides that United States Mint Police who are residents of Kentucky shall have the power of peace officers, including the power of arrest in the following circumstances:

(a) On US Hwy 31W located within the borders of the Fort Knox Military Reservation;

(b) Within a local jurisdiction upon written request of the head of the local law enforcement agency; and 

(c) Within the Commonwealth upon the written request of the State Police Commissioner.     

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 271 GA is expected to be minimal. 
HB 271 GA will automatically expand the power of the United States Mint Police to make arrests on US Hwy 31 W at Fort Knox, and expand that power further, at the discretion of the head of local law enforcement or the Commissioner of the Kentucky State Police. Because of this expansion of the power to make arrests, the Commonwealth may see a slight increase in individuals incarcerated in local jails as a result of the enactment of HB 271 GA, and therefore an increase in the cost of incarceration to local governments. 

Local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating an individual for a Class B or Class A misdemeanor.  Also, local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating individuals who are charged with a felony (if they do not make bail) until disposition of the case. While the expense of housing inmates may vary widely by jail, each additional inmate will increase facility costs by an estimated average of $31.34 per day.  Upon sentencing, all Class D felons are housed in any one of 79 full service jails for up to five years. Certain Class C felons can be housed in local full service jails for up to ten years if there are no available state prison beds.  The state reimburses at the rate of $31.34
 a day for these convicts, which may or may not cover the cost of housing the felon in a local facility.      

	Data Source(s):
	LRC staff; Department of Corrections
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