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COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

STATE FISCAL NOTE STATEMENT

	GENERAL ASSEMBLY
	LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COMMISSION

	2012  REGULAR SESSION
	


MEASURE
	( x) 2012 BR No.
	1293
	
	( x)
	HB
	Bill No.
	274SCS

	SUBJECT/TITLE
	AN ACT relating to public health

	SPONSOR
	Representative Robert Damron


NOTE SUMMARY
	Fiscal Analysis:
	
	
	Impact
	
	x
	No Impact
	
	Indeterminable Impact

	Level(s) of Impact:
	
	
	State
	
	
	Local
	
	Federal

	Budget Unit(s) Impact
	Department for Behavioral Health, Developmental and Intellectual Disabilities


FISCAL SUMMARY________________________________________________________________
	Fiscal Estimates
	
	2012-2013
	2013-2014
	Future Annual

Rate of Change

	Revenues          Increase

                             (Decrease)


	
	
	
	

	Expenditures     Increase 

                              (Decrease)

  
	
	
	
	

	Net Effect      Positive
                         (Negative)


	
	
	
	


MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  The bill would amend KRS 210.235 to specify additional conditions under which patient mental health records may be disclosed.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:   The original version of the bill would amend KRS 210.235 to allow for disclosure of patient mental health information for: treatment of the patient by any health care provider involved in a patient's costs; treatment, payment, or health care operations under the federal Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (including disclosure between health care providers through an electronic health information exchange or network); or participation by health care providers through an electronic health information exchange or network for the purpose of meeting requirements of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 and its related federal regulations.  These provisions are in addition to the existing circumstances under which release of such records are allowable.

The Senate Committee Substitute (SCS) retains the original language but removes the provision relating to participation by health care providers through electronic means for the purpose of meeting the requirements of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 and its related federal regulations as a condition for which disclosure of medical information would be permitted.  

The SCS states that "informed consent," as it is stated in Kentucky Revised Statutes, would be considered valid only if a physician or a licensed nurse, physician's assistant, or social worker to whom responsibility has been delegated by a physician has a face-to-face meeting with the patient and both parties are physically located in the same room.

Further, the SCS amends the title of the bill from "AN ACT relating to mental health records" to "AN ACT relating to public health."
FISCAL EXPLANATION:  As written, this legislation would have no fiscal impact on the Cabinet for Health and Family Services.
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