Local Mandate Fiscal Impact Estimate

Kentucky Legislative Research Commission
2012 Regular Session 
     
Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	108


	Bill #:
	HB 29


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to children.


	Sponsor:
	Representative Melvin Henley


	Unit of Government:
	X
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	X
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted
	Law enforcement agencies, jails, and coroners' offices


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
BR 108 amends KRS 72.992.  That statute references KRS 720.020(1) which requires any person, hospital or institution finding or having possession of a body, requiring post mortem examination, to report the death to the coroner and law enforcement.  KRS 72.992 makes failing to report the death as well as interfering with the duties of the coroner a crime punishable by a minimum fine of two hundred fifty dollars and/or up to ninety days in jail.  BR 108 makes failing to report the death and interfering with the duties of a coroner, when the deceased is eight years or younger, a Class D felony.  

BR 108 further requires a parent, guardian or person exercising custody or control of a child eight years old or younger to report to law enforcement when the child is missing within twenty-four hours of the time the child is discovered missing.  Failure to timely report the child missing is a Class D felony.  

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of BR 108 on local governments is expected to be minimal.  

As stated above, BR 108 makes it a Class D felony for failing to report a death, requiring a post mortem examination, when the victim is eight years of younger.  It further makes it a Class D felony for failing to report, to law enforcement, a child eight years or younger missing within twenty-four hours of discovering the child gone.  
Local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating individuals who are charged with a felony (if they do not make bail) until disposition of the case.  While the expense of housing inmates varies widely by jail, each additional inmate will increase facility costs by an estimated average of $31.34 per day.  Upon conviction and sentencing, all Class D felons are housed in any one of 79 full service jails for up to five years.  The state reimburses at the rate of $31.34
 a day for these convicts.  This amount may or may not cover the cost of housing the felon in a local facility. 

The impact will be minimal because it is believed few cases occur each year wherein a statutorily required party fails to timely report a child missing or a child’s death or interferes with the duties of a coroner.  The expense of housing those charged under BR 108 will accrue to the local government.  After conviction, local governments will either experience a minimal increase or a minimal financial benefit for housing the inmate; depending upon whether the state’s reimbursement rate covers or exceeds the actual cost.
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