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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1095


	Bill #:
	HB 297


	Bill Subject/Title:
	metal recyclers


	Sponsor:
	Representative Mike Denham


	Unit of Government:
	x
	City
	x
	County
	x
	Urban-County

	
	x
	Charter County
	x
	Consolidated Local
	x
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	Local law enforcement including the sheriff's department; local jails


	Requirement:
	 x
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	x 
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 297 amends KRS 433.890, relating to purchase of recycled metals and other materials, to require a recycler or other purchaser of copper metal or an alloy of metal containing copper to report this fact to the local police department or sheriff within twenty-four hours of the purchase.  There is already a statutory requirement for recyclers to maintain a register of identifying information about sellers of various metals and their transporting motor vehicles.  Local law enforcement is permitted to inspect the register.  This bill would focus on the purchase of metals or alloys of metals containing copper, a metal which is frequently stolen throughout Kentucky.  Speedy reporting of the purchase of this metal would serve to quickly help local law enforcement in their investigations of copper thefts.  No additional training would be required for local law enforcement when the measure is implemented.
Recyclers who do not comply with the notification requirement under the measure would be subject to being in violation of failure to maintain register of metals and objects containing metal under KRS 433.892 which has a penalty of a fine of not more than one hundred dollars ($100) or be imprisoned in the county jail for not more than thirty (30) days, or both.
Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The estimated fiscal impact of HB 297 on local law enforcement is expected to be nil with regard to additional costs.  Upon enactment, implementation of the 24 hour notification requirement in measure is expected quickly assist local law enforcement with their investigations of copper thefts.  The measure could potentially serve as a deterrent to this type of crime since alleged offenders would know that the purchaser of the metal has a legal duty to provide identifying information about the seller of copper metals to local law enforcement within a 24 hour period which increases the likelihood that the offender could be apprehended (assuming the person who sold the metal was the person who stole the metal). 
Recyclers who do not comply with the notification requirement under the measure would be subject to being in violation of KRS 433.892 (failure to maintain register of metals and objects containing metal) and which has a penalty of a fine of not more than one hundred dollars ($100) or be imprisoned in the county jail for not more than thirty (30) days, or both.

If the recycler is jailed, while the expense of housing inmates may vary by jail, each additional inmate will increase facility costs by an estimated average of $31.34 per day. 

If the recycler is fined, some ancillary court costs may be received by the county or city.

Local government revenues are expected to increase by a minimal amount. Violators found guilty must pay $125 in court costs, a portion of which is distributed to fiscal courts, sheriff’s departments, and local government with police departments or contracts for police service (200 KAR 38:030). The total amount of revenue distributed to these local entities will depend upon the number of violators. However, existing statutory provisions cap the total amount of revenues that these local entities may receive, so additional revenues may be minimal. (Fine revenues collected from criminal violations are deposited in the state’s general revenue fund.)
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