Local Mandate Fiscal Impact Estimate

Kentucky Legislative Research Commission
2012 Regular Session 
     
Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1471


	Bill #:
	HB 345


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to crimes and punishments


	Sponsor:
	Rep. Mike Denham


	Unit of Government:
	 
	City
	x
	County
	x
	Urban-County

	
	x
	Charter County
	x
	Consolidated Local
	x
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	county governments; county jails


	Requirement:
	x
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	x
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 345 expands the definition of “physical injury” under the penal code to include “loss of consciousness.” The effect of this change in definition will be to expand the ability of law enforcement to seek convictions of individuals charged with misdemeanors or felonies that have “physical injury” as an element. (i.e. assault in the 4th degree; assault on a sports official). There would likely be increased convictions and incarceration in local jails as a result of those convictions. Increased incarcerations would have the effect of driving up the costs to local governments.     

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 345 on local government is expected to be minimal to moderate.
Local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating an individual who does not make bail when charged with a Class B or Class A misdemeanor as well as an individual convicted of one of these offenses. A person convicted of a Class B misdemeanor or a Class A misdemeanor can be incarcerated respectively for up to 90 days or one year in one of Kentucky's 84 jails. 

Local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating an individual who does not make bail when charged with a Class B or Class A misdemeanor as well as an individual convicted of one of these offenses.  A person convicted of a Class B misdemeanor or a Class A misdemeanor can be incarcerated respectively for up to 90 days or one year in one of Kentucky's 84 jails.  While the expense of housing inmates may vary widely by jail, each additional inmate will increase facility costs by an estimated average of $31.34 per day.  

Local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating individuals who are charged with a felony (if they do not make bail) until disposition of the case.  The average length of a prisoner's stay prior to conviction and final sentencing is 8.7 months.  
While the expense of housing inmates may vary by jail, each additional inmate will increase facility costs by an estimated average of $31.34 per day.  Facility costs for Substance Abuse Program (SAP) inmates is estimated higher, at approximately the same rate as the Department of Corrections reimbursement, which is $40.34 per day.  The SAP program is limited to 15 local jails with a total of 742 beds.     
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	LRC staff; Department of Corrections


	Preparer:
	Tom Troth
	Reviewer:
	     
	Date:
	     


Page 1

