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AN ACT relating to the date that districts created from a redistricting plan take effect.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 5 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in this section and in Section 2 of this Act, "post redistricting period" means the period of time beginning after any redistricting legislation creating state House and Senate Districts has been passed by the General Assembly and been signed by the Governor or upon its otherwise becoming the law, and ending January 1 of the following year the passage of a legislative redistricting plan.

(2)
After any redistricting legislation has passed the General Assembly, the new legislative districts created by such redistricting legislation shall not take effect until January 1 of the year following the passage of the redistricting legislation. However, persons who wish to file candidacy papers to run for office in a new legislative district during the post redistricting period shall file in accordance with Section 2 of this Act.

Section 2.   KRS 118.165 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
(a)
Except as provided in KRS Chapters 116 to 121, candidates for offices to be voted for by the electors of one (1) county or of a district less than one (1) county, except members of Congress and members of the General Assembly, shall file their nomination papers with the county clerk of the county not earlier than the first Wednesday after the first Monday in November of the year preceding the year the office will appear on the ballot and not later than the last Tuesday in January preceding the day fixed by law for holding the primary[ election]. Signatures for nomination papers shall not be affixed on the document to be filed prior to the first Wednesday after the first Monday in November of the year preceding the year in which the office will appear on the ballot. All nomination papers shall be filed no later than 4 p.m. local time at the place of filing when filed on the last date on which the papers may be filed.

(b)
Candidates for offices to be voted for by the electors of more than one (1) county, and for members of Congress[ and members of the General Assembly], shall file their nomination papers with the Secretary of State not earlier than the first Wednesday after the first Monday in November of the year preceding the year the office will appear on the ballot and not later than the last Tuesday in January preceding the day fixed by law for holding the primary. Signatures for nomination papers shall not be affixed on the document to be filed prior to the first Wednesday after the first Monday in November of the year preceding the year in which the office will appear on the ballot. All nomination papers shall be filed no later than 4 p.m. local time at the place of filing when filed on the last date on which the papers may be filed.

(c)
Candidates for offices to be voted for by the electors for members of the General Assembly shall file their nomination papers with the Secretary of State not earlier than the first Wednesday after the first Monday in November of the year preceding the year the office will appear on the ballot and not later than the last Tuesday in January preceding the day fixed by law for holding the primary. Signatures for nomination papers shall not be affixed on the document to be filed prior to the first Wednesday after the first Monday in November of the year preceding the year in which the office will appear on the ballot. All nomination papers shall be filed no later than 4 p.m. local time at the place of filing when filed on the last date on which the papers may be filed. However, after the passage of legislative redistricting legislation and for post redistricting periods as described in Section 1 of this Act and for no other filing period, the filing timeframes for candidates for the General Assembly shall be as follows:

1.
Candidates for offices to be voted for by the electors for members of the General Assembly shall file their nomination papers with the Secretary of State not earlier than the day after the Governor signs any redistricting legislation passed by the General Assembly or the day such legislation otherwise becomes a law.

2.
Signatures for nomination papers shall not be affixed on the document to be filed until the day after the Governor signs any redistricting legislation passed by the General Assembly or the day such legislation otherwise become a law.

3.
All nomination papers shall be filed no later than 4 p.m. local time at the place of filing when filed on the last Tuesday in January preceding the day fixed by law for holding the primary.

(2)
The Secretary of State or the county clerk shall examine the notification and declaration form of each candidate to determine whether it is regular on its face. If there is an error, the proper officer shall notify the candidate by certified mail within twenty-four (24) hours of filing.
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