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AN ACT relating to safety inspections for official vehicles.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 186 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
An annual safety inspection shall be performed on all motor vehicles leased or owned by:

(a)
A state agency as defined in KRS 7A.010, or an institution within the postsecondary education system as defined in KRS 164.001, and licensed in accordance with Section 2 of this Act;

(b)
A county, city, urban-county, consolidated local government, or board of education, or emergency and ambulance vehicles operated by nonprofit corporations organized by units of government in the state or by the state or federal government and licensed in accordance with Section 3 of this Act; and

(c)
Any nonprofit volunteer fire department, volunteer fire prevention unit, or volunteer fire protection unit and licensed in accordance with Section 4 of this Act.

(2)
Before December 31, 2013, and annually thereafter, owners or lessees of any vehicle described in subsection (1) of this section shall file proof with the cabinet that each vehicle licensed in accordance with Sections 2, 3, and 4 of this Act has successfully passed a safety inspection. The inspection shall be performed by an automotive technician who holds a valid automotive service excellence (a.s.e.) certification recognized by the cabinet.

(3)
The cabinet shall have the authority to suspend the registration of any vehicle which fails a safety inspection, or for which proof of a required annual safety inspection is not provided.

(4)
The cabinet shall promulgate administrative regulations in accordance with KRS Chapter 13A to establish safety standards and out-of-service criteria for a vehicle that fails to successfully pass the annual safety inspection required by subsection (1) of this section. The cabinet shall immediately, and free of charge, reinstate the registration of a vehicle taken out of service under this subsection (3) of this section upon receipt of an inspection report in the case where a report was not filed, or upon receipt of written proof documenting that the deficiencies causing the vehicle to fail the annual safety inspection have been corrected.

Section 2.   KRS 186.065 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Every state-owned motor vehicle, except as provided in subsection (2), shall have an official license plate. Except as provided in subsections (2), (3), and (4) on one (1) door on each side of every state-owned vehicle shall be the great seal of the Commonwealth and the words "For Official Use Only."

(2)
The Department of Revenue, the Transportation Cabinet, the Justice and Public Safety Cabinet, the Public Protection Cabinet, and the Attorney General may authorize registration under KRS 186.020 and be issued regular license plates for vehicles used for investigatory purposes. The Administrative Office of the Courts may authorize registration under KRS 186.020 and be issued regular license plates for vehicles used by justices and judges of the Supreme Court and Court of Appeals.

(3)
The Governor and the Lieutenant Governor may each use one (1) state-owned motor vehicle on which it shall not be necessary to have the state seal or the words "For Official Use Only."

(4)
The Justices and Judges of the Supreme Court and Court of Appeals may each use state-owned motor vehicles on which it shall not be necessary to have the state seal or the words "For Official Use Only."

(5)
All vehicles registered under this section shall undergo an annual safety inspection in accordance with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.

Section 3.   KRS 186.060 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Applications for registration of motor vehicles leased or owned by a county, city, urban-county, or board of education, or emergency and ambulance vehicles operated by nonprofit corporations organized by units of government in the state or by the state or federal government shall be accompanied by a statement from the head of the department of the governmental unit that leases or owns the motor vehicle, certifying that the motor vehicle is leased or owned and operated by the governmental unit. The application and statement shall be forwarded by the county clerk to the cabinet, which shall give special authority to the clerk to register it. Upon receiving that authority, the clerk shall issue a registration receipt and the official number plate described in KRS 186.240(1)(c), and report the registration to the head of the department authorizing the registration. For his services in issuing such certificate of registration and number plate and reporting the same, the county clerk shall be entitled to a fee of three dollars ($3) in each instance, to be paid by the department upon whose authorization such license was issued.

(2)
After such registration of any vehicle leased or owned by a county, city, urban-county, or board of education, or emergency and ambulance vehicles operated by nonprofit corporations organized by units of government in the state, or by the state or federal government and after issuance of such number plate for such vehicle so leased or owned, no subsequent registration or renewal of same, and no subsequent renewal of a number plate of the vehicle shall be necessary so long as the vehicle is leased or owned by the governmental unit except in the case of loss or destruction of the license plate. In the event of loss or destruction, the number plate shall be replaced in the same manner as if no plate had ever been issued.

(3)
When a motor vehicle leased or owned by a county, city, urban-county, or board of education, or emergency and ambulance vehicles operated by nonprofit corporations organized by units of government in the state, or by the state or federal government is transferred or sold to another governmental unit, a new license plate shall be issued for the vehicle in the same manner as provided for in subsection (1) of this section and shall have the same effect as given to such license plates in subsection (2) of this section.

(4)
No person shall use on a motor vehicle, not leased or owned by a county, city, urban-county, board of education, or emergency and ambulance vehicles operated by nonprofit corporations organized by units of government in the state, or the state or federal government, any license plate that has been issued for use on a motor vehicle leased or owned by the governmental unit.

(5)
All vehicles registered under this section shall undergo an annual safety inspection in accordance with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.

Section 4.   KRS 186.061 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Applications for registration of motor vehicles owned exclusively by any nonprofit volunteer fire department, volunteer fire prevention unit, or volunteer fire protection unit shall be accompanied by a statement from the chief or assistant chief of the volunteer fire department or unit that owns the motor vehicle, certifying that the motor vehicle is exclusively owned and operated by the volunteer fire department or unit. The application and statement shall be forwarded by the county clerk to the cabinet, which shall give special authority to the clerk to register it. Upon receiving that authority, the clerk shall issue a registration receipt and the official number plate described in KRS 186.240(1)(c), and report the registration to the head of the cabinet authorizing the registration. For his services in issuing such certificate of registration and number plate and reporting the same, the county clerk shall be entitled to a fee of three dollars ($3) in each instance, to be paid by the volunteer fire department or unit.

(2)
After registration of any vehicle owned exclusively by any nonprofit volunteer fire department, volunteer fire prevention unit, or volunteer fire protection unit and after issuance of a number plate for the vehicle so owned, no subsequent registration or renewal of same, and no subsequent renewal of a number plate of the vehicle shall be necessary so long as the vehicle is owned exclusively by the volunteer fire department or unit except in the case of loss or destruction of the license plate. In the event of loss or destruction, the number plate shall be replaced in the same manner as if no plate had ever been issued.

(3)
When a motor vehicle owned exclusively by any nonprofit volunteer fire department, volunteer fire prevention unit, or volunteer fire protection unit is transferred or sold to another nonprofit volunteer fire department, volunteer fire prevention unit, or volunteer fire protection unit or another governmental unit a new license plate shall be issued for the vehicle in the same manner as provided for in subsection (1) of this section and shall have the same effect as given to such license plates in subsection (2) of this section.

(4)
No person shall use on a motor vehicle, not exclusively owned by any nonprofit volunteer fire department, volunteer fire prevention unit, or volunteer fire protection unit, any license plate that has been issued for use on a motor vehicle owned by a volunteer fire department or unit.

(5)
All vehicles registered under this section shall undergo an annual safety inspection in accordance with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.
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