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AN ACT relating to redistricting.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 5 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

For the purpose of Sections 1 to 5 of this Act:

(1)
"Committee" means the Committee on Legislative Redistricting created in Section 2 of this Act.

(2)
"Population" means the most recent data collected under the United States Census implementing Pub. L. 94-171.

(3)
"Redistricting" means the drawing of boundary lines for election districts.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 5 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Committee on Legislative Redistricting is hereby created and shall consist of twelve (12) members, who shall be appointed as follows:

(a)
Three (3) members by the President of the Senate;

(b)
Three (3) members by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(c)
Three (3) members by the minority leadership in the Senate; and

(d)
Three (3) members by the minority leadership in the House of Representatives.

(2)
Members of the committee shall first be appointed no later than June 1, 2021, and thereafter members shall be appointed decennially no later than June 1 of the year following each decennial year. The appointing authority of each committee member as established in subsection (1) of this section shall fill any vacancy. The members of the committee shall elect a chairperson.

(3)
The committee shall be attached to the Legislative Research Commission for administrative and budgetary purposes.

(4)
Members of the committee shall receive per diem compensation as determined by the Legislative Research Commission.

(5)
The committee shall have the authority to:

(a)
Contract for such expert services as may be necessary to carry out its duties;

(b)
Hold public hearings to obtain information relevant to redistricting by the General Assembly. Public hearings for redistricting duties shall be held in the state capital; and

(c)
Utilize the staff of the Legislative Research Commission to assist in its duties.

(6)
A majority of the committee shall constitute a quorum, and a majority of a quorum shall be sufficient to take action. A meeting shall not be held by the committee without notice to all members thereof.

(7)
All records of the committee shall be considered open records in accordance with KRS 61.870 to 61.884, and all records and other information generated by the committee shall be made available to the public on the Web site established in KRS 7.505.

(8)
All meetings of the committee shall be considered open meetings in accordance with KRS 61.805 to 61.850.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 5 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
It shall be the duty of the committee to develop plans for the redistricting of state legislative districts.

(2)
The committee shall redistrict state legislative districts based on population and shall divide the state into state legislative districts composed of thirty-eight (38) senatorial districts and one hundred (100) representative districts.

(3)
The standard for creating districts for the election of members to the General Assembly shall be in accordance with Section 33 of the Constitution of Kentucky.

(4)
The redistricting plans shall be consistent with the following policies insofar as practicable:

(a)
To form representative and senatorial districts with minimum percentages of deviation;

(b)
To preserve existing political subdivision lines;

(c)
To recognize and maintain patterns of geography, social interaction, trade, political ties, and common interest; and

(d)
To create compact districts.

SECTION 4.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 5 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
On or before September 1 of the year following the decennial census, the committee shall prepare a tentative redistricting plan based on population for the redistricting of:

(a)
The House of Representatives into one hundred (100) districts; and

(b)
The Senate into thirty-eight (38) districts.

(2)
The committee shall present the redistricting plans as set forth in subsection (1) of this section to the Legislative Research Commission no later than the first Monday in October of the year following the decennial census.

(3)
The Legislative Research Commission shall refer the redistricting plans for review and consideration to the Interim Joint Committee on State Government as soon as possible upon receipt of them from the committee. The Interim Joint Committee on State Government shall review and consider the redistricting plans during its October meeting.

(4)
During the regular session of the Kentucky General Assembly or during an extraordinary session proclaimed for the purpose of state legislative redistricting, occurring after the review and consideration of the redistricting plans by the Interim Joint Committee on State Government as set forth in subsection (3) of this section, the General Assembly shall enact the redistricting plans created by the committee into law or return the redistricting plans to the committee for further adjustment.

SECTION 5.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 5 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
No person shall influence or attempt to influence a member of the committee by coercion, bribe, favor, promise, inducement, or otherwise, related to any duty undertaken by the member in his or her capacity as a member of the redistricting committee.

(2)
Any person found guilty of violating subsection (1) of this section shall be guilty of a Class A felony and shall be subject to a fine of no less than five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000).

(3)
Comments or suggestions at public hearings shall not be considered a violation under this section.
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