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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1751


	Bill #:
	HB 449 GA


	Bill Subject/Title:
	Evacuation plans for certified family child-care homes


	Sponsor:
	Representative Jim Gooch


	Unit of Government:
	 
	City
	x
	County
	x
	Urban-County

	
	x
	Charter County
	x
	Consolidated Local
	x
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	Local emergency management agency in any county with a certified family-child care home.


	Requirement:
	 x
	Mandatory
	
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	x
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 449 GA amends KRS 199.895 to require certified family child-care homes to have a written plan for evacuation in the event of fire, natural disaster, or other threatening situation posing a health or safety hazard to the children in the home.  As of February, 2012, there are 610 family child-care homes certified under KRS 199.896.
  

The evacuation plan preparation is the duty of each certified family child-care home.  The evacuation plan is to include coordination with local emergency management officials, annual updating of the evacuation plan, and distribution of the plan to appropriate local emergency management officials. The family child-care home would have the duty for primary storage of the emergency evacuation plan.  The local emergency management office would probably expect one printed copy and one electronic copy of the plan.  Note that there is no penalty for noncompliance with preparation of the plan, such as a fine.
The local mandate relates to the involvement of the local emergency management offices. According to the Kentucky Division of Emergency Management, most local emergency management offices will:

1. Review the plan drafted by the family child-care facility;

2. Confirm that it integrates and conforms to local emergency operations plans; and 

3. File the plan. 
Annually they would receive, review and file an updated plan.  Any additional requirement of local emergency management could have an impact of varying degrees since most of these offices are staffed by volunteers and part-time personnel. Note that at least one local emergency management agency (Woodford County) has prepared a template for licensed child-care centers to use when preparing the same type of  written plan for evacuation as required under KRS 199.895. 

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 449 GA on local emergency management officials is expected to range from nil to minimal for those counties with few certified family child-care homes.  In the short term, the fiscal effect on local emergency management officials has the potential to range from minimal to moderate for those counties with a moderate to heavy number of certified family child-care homes.
The degree of effect depends upon the number of certified family-child care homes filing the evacuation plan in that county and the number and status of staff
 available to review the plan drafted by the child-care facility and confirm that it integrates and conforms to local emergency operations plans.  Over time the impact should be minimal when receiving the updated plans of those family child-care homes that have previously filed an evacuation plan.
In summary, under implementation of the measure, certified child care homes have the duty to prepare the evacuation plan, coordinate it with local emergency management officials, and provide updated copies of the plan to those officials. Local management officials review the plan and confirm that it integrates and conforms with local emergency operations plans.
	Data Source(s):
	Kentucky Division of Emergency Management; Local Emergency Management Agency (Woodford County); Cabinet for Health and Family Services Inspector General, Division of Regulated Child Care.
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�Data source from the State Cabinet for Health and Family Services, Inspector General, Division for Regulated Child Care. Data is not readily available from the state as to the location of each of these child-care homes by county. 


� Number and status of staff means whether the office/agency is staffed by volunteers or part-time individuals.
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