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AN ACT relating to continuing education for professional licenses.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 198B.4025 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The renewal of all elevator contractor and elevator mechanic licenses shall be conditioned upon the submission of a certificate of completion of a continuing education course or courses that instruct licensees on new and existing applicable administrative regulations of the department.

(2)
Licensed elevator contractors and licensed elevator mechanics shall complete at least four[eight] (4)[(8)] hours of continuing education annually. Continuing education for a renewal year shall be attended and completed during that renewal year.

(3)
Continuing education courses shall be taught by instructors employed by continuing education providers that may include but shall not be limited to association seminars and labor training programs. Continuing education programs provided by the National Elevator Industry Educational Program or the National Association of Elevator Contractors shall be approved to meet the requirements for continuing education. The department may approve other education programs that meet its requirements established through administrative regulation under KRS 198B.4023(7).

(4)
A licensee who is unable to complete the continuing education requirements for renewal under this section prior to the expiration of his or her license due to temporary disability may apply for a waiver from the department. The waiver shall be on a form provided by the department, with a notarized signature of the licensee, and accompanied by a certified statement from a physician attesting to the temporary disability. Application for medical waiver must be received by the department prior to the final day of the licensee's birth month. Upon termination of the temporary disability, the licensee shall submit a supplementary certified statement attesting to the termination of the temporary disability and proof of attendance of at least four[eight] (4)[(8)] hours of continuing education.

(5)
Falsifying or knowingly allowing another to falsify continuing education attendance records or certificates of completion shall constitute grounds for revocation of program approval required under this section.

Section 2.   KRS 198B.664 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Every master heating, ventilation, and air conditioning contractor's license and journeyman heating, ventilation, and air conditioning mechanic's license issued by the board may be renewed annually, upon payment of a renewal fee. Failure to renew shall cause the license to expire.

(2)
Each master heating, ventilation, and air conditioning contractor licensee and journeyman heating, ventilation, and air conditioning mechanic licensee shall provide proof of completion of at least four (4) hours approved continuing education, completed within the prior year, prior to the renewal of his or her license.

(3)
Applications for restoration may be made within ninety (90) days of expiration of a license upon payment of the renewal fee, payment of a restoration fee, and if applicable proof of insurance as required by KRS 198B.668.

(4)[(3)]
Those persons previously licensed by the board as a master heating, ventilation, and air conditioning contractor and not engaged in the practice of heating, ventilating, and air conditioning contracting in the Commonwealth may apply and be granted inactive status by the board in accordance with administrative regulations promulgated by the board. Licensees granted inactive status shall not retain the right to statewide practice of heating, ventilation, and air conditioning contracting. An inactive license shall not be a valid license. A licensee on inactive status may petition the board for restoration of a license to practice actively. The petitioner shall pay a reactivation fee, provide proof of the satisfaction of all other requirements as determined by the board, and obtain the insurance as required by KRS 198B.668.

Section 3.   KRS 227A.100 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Each licensee licensed under the provisions of KRS 227A.010 to 227A.140 shall annually, on or before the last day of the licensee's birth month, pay to the department a renewal fee as established in administrative regulations promulgated by the department.

(2)
A sixty (60) day grace period shall be allowed after the anniversary date of the license during which time a licensee may continue to practice and may renew his or her license upon payment of the renewal fee plus a late renewal fee as promulgated by administrative regulation of the department.

(3)
A license not renewed before the end of the sixty (60) day grace period shall terminate based on the failure of the licensee to renew in a timely manner. Upon termination, the licensee is no longer eligible to practice in the Commonwealth.

(4)
After the sixty (60) day grace period, a former licensee with a terminated license may have the license reinstated upon payment of the renewal fee plus a reinstatement fee as promulgated by administrative regulation of the department. An applicant for reinstatement after termination of the license shall not be required to submit to any examination as a condition for reinstatement, if the reinstatement application is made within three (3) years from the date of termination.

(5)
A suspended license is subject to expiration and termination and shall be renewed as provided in this section. Renewal shall not entitle the licensee to engage in the practice until the suspension has ended or is otherwise removed by the department and the right to practice is restored by the department.

(6)
A revoked license is subject to expiration or termination but may not be renewed. If it is reinstated, the former licensee shall pay the reinstatement fee as promulgated by administrative regulations under subsection (4) of this section and the renewal fee as promulgated by administrative regulations under subsection (1) of this section.

(7)
The department shall require an applicant for renewal or reinstatement of a license to show evidence of completing at least three[six] (3)[(6)] hours of continuing education provided by the National Electrical Contractors Association, the Associated Builders and Contractors, the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, the Associated General Contractors, the International Association of Electrical Inspectors, the Independent Electrical Contractors Association, the Kentucky Department of Housing, Buildings and Construction, or other provider of instruction approved by the department. The department shall promulgate administrative regulations establishing the content of the programs and the qualifications of the providers.

(8)
The department shall require, where applicable, that an applicant for renewal or reinstatement of a license submit proof that the applicant has complied with workers' compensation and unemployment insurance laws and regulations and has obtained a general liability insurance policy of not less than five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000).

(9)
The department may, through the promulgation of administrative regulations:

(a)
Establish an inactive license for licensees who are not actively engaging in the electrical business but wish to maintain their license;

(b)
Reduce license and renewal fees for inactive licensees; and

(c)
Waive the requirements established in subsection (8) of this section for inactive licensees.

Section 4.   KRS 318.054 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The initial license for a master or journeyman plumber shall expire on the last day of the licensee's birth month in the following year. The department may reduce the license fee on a pro rata basis for initial licenses issued for less than twelve (12) months. Renewed licenses shall expire on the last day of the licensee's birth month of each year after the date of issuance of the renewed license.

(2)
The department shall require an applicant for renewal of a license to show evidence of completing four (4) hours of approved[the] continuing education.[ requirements] The specific requirements for the content of the continuing education may be set forth by the department, with advice from the State Plumbing Code Committee, in its administrative regulations issued under KRS 318.130.

(3)
The department shall send each licensed master and journeyman plumber a notice advising them that the annual license renewal fee is due. The notice shall be sent to the licensee's last known address no later than thirty (30) days prior to the expiration of the license. The annual license renewal fee shall be a reasonable fee set by regulation of the department. The fee for the renewal of a master plumber's license shall exceed the fee charged for a journeyman plumber's license.

(4)
Any master or journeyman plumber who fails to renew his license prior to expiration may have his license renewed upon payment of the required renewal fee, a revival fee, and upon showing the completion of continuing education requirements. The revival fee for a master plumber shall be five dollars ($5) and for a journeyman plumber three dollars ($3). If the renewal and revival fees are not paid one hundred eighty (180) days after the license expires, such licenses shall be automatically canceled by operation of law for nonpayment; provided, however, that such licenses may be reinstated upon payment of all delinquent renewal fees plus a revival fee of ten dollars ($10) for a master plumber and six dollars ($6) for a journeyman plumber. Upon presentation of proper evidence, the department may waive payment of any renewal or revival fee specified herein for persons serving on active duty in the Armed Forces of the United States.
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