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2012 Regular Session 
     
Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1781


	Bill #:
	HB 500 GA


	Bill Subject/Title:
	Firearms


	Sponsor:
	Representative Bob Damron


	Unit of Government:
	X
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	X
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	Fiscal courts, city commissions and other local governing bodies


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	 
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	X
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
KRS 65.870 prohibits a city, county, or urban county government from occupying any part of the field of regulation regarding “the transfer, ownership, possession, carrying or transportation of firearms, ammunition, or components of firearms.”  
HB 500 GA amends KRS 65.870 to broaden the prohibition to include consolidated local governments (Louisville Metro Government) and all local government agencies including special districts such as libraries and health departments; government boards, regional public agencies, and quasi public agencies such as local air boards, transit authorities, and housing authorities.   
HB 500 GA states that it is the bill’s intent that the state will provide uniform firearms laws and the measure requires local government agencies to repeal, rescind or amend any existing firearm restrictions within six months of the effective date of the Act.  However, HB 500 GA does not affect the provision in KRS 237.115 which permits a city, county or urban county government to ban concealed deadly weapons from their premises if visible signs are posted.
HB 500 GA also provides that any person or organization that is adversely affected by any ordinance or other action in violation of the bill may file suit to enjoin the violation.  The court is directed to award the prevailing party in such suit reasonable attorney’s fees and costs as well as expert witness fees and expenses. Any right to sovereign immunity that otherwise might apply is specifically removed.    
Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 500 GA on city, county,  and urban county governments is expected to be nil since KRS 65.870 already prohibits these local governments from any part of the field of regulation of the firearms.  
However, HB 500 GA specifically includes for the first time consolidated local governments in the prohibition and the fiscal impact on the Louisville Metro Government, the state’s only consolidated local government, is expected to be a minimal cost.  Louisville Metro Government indicates that they would have at least one ordinance that they would be required to repeal under the provisions of HB 500 GA.  The ordinance relates to selling of guns to minors.  It should be noted that federal law prohibits a firearms dealer from selling a handgun to anyone under 21 and a rifle or shotgun to anyone under 18.
Louisville Metro Government also has an ordinance that bans concealed deadly weapons from their premises.  It is unclear as to whether that ordinance would also need to be repealed and signs removed. KRS 237.115 permits a city, county or urban county government to ban concealed deadly weapons from their premises and HB 500 GA does not affect KRS 237.115.  That statute, however, does not specifically include a consolidated local government.  
HB 500 GA broadens the restrictions in KRS 65.870 to specifically include special districts and local or regional public or quasi public agencies and the fiscal impact on these entities is expected to be a minimal cost. If any of these agencies are now regulating firearms, they will be required to amend their policies and take down any signs regarding firearm restrictions within six months of the effective date of the Act.
If a local government agency violates the provisions of HB 500 GA and is sued, the agency could potentially be liable for costs associated with the suit.
	Data Source(s):
	LRC staff; Louisville Metro Government; Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government; Kentucky Association of Counties; and League of Cities


	Preparer:
	Mary Lynn Collins
	Reviewer:
	     
	Date:
	     


Page 1

