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AN ACT relating to rural transportation planning organizations.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 174 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in this section, "rural transportation planning organization" or "RTPO" means a voluntary organization of local elected officials, or their designees, and representatives of local transportation systems working cooperatively with the cabinet to plan rural transportation systems and to advise the cabinet on rural transportation policy.

(2)
The Transportation Cabinet shall form rural transportation planning organizations with the following district boundaries and membership:

(a)
One (1) RTPO shall be established for each Kentucky area development district established under KRS 147A.050;

(b)
RTPOs shall coordinate with neighboring districts on planning issues that encompass more than one (1) district; and

(c)
Each RTPO shall consist of the current area development district board of director members, as defined in KRS 147A.060, or their designees, and one (1) representative from each of the following modes of transportations within the RTPO's boundaries, appointed by the RTPO's chair:

1.
Air;

2.
Highways;

3.
Water;

4.
Rail; and

5.
Public transportation.

(3)
The duties of a rural transportation planning organization shall include but not be limited to:

(a)
Analysis of data regarding transportation systems within the district;

(b)
Identification and evaluation of needs in each district; and

(c)
Coordination of public input for the Kentucky Statewide Transportation Plan, the Kentucky Statewide Transportation Improvement Plan, and the subsequent evaluation and prioritization/ranking of projects in the unscheduled projects list for possible inclusion in the Six-Year Highway Plan.

(4)
The area development district shall be the administrative entity for the RTPO, and shall, in consultation with the cabinet, determine the appropriate professional planning staff needs of the organization.

(5)
Each RTPO shall elect a chair and a vice chair from its members who shall serve in those capacities until replaced. A majority of an RTPO shall constitute a quorum for the purposes of conducting business. An RTPO shall be subject to the provisions of the Kentucky Open Records Act, KRS 61.870 to 61.884.
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