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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1978


	Bill #:
	HB 528


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to prisoners.


	Sponsor:
	Representative Lonnie Napier


	Unit of Government:
	X
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	X
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	Local governments; local jails


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	X
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 528 amends the statute applicable to the parole of inmates with terminal or severe medical conditions (KRS 439.3405).  Under existing law, an offender may be paroled if they have a terminal condition, a severe chronic disease or a disease that has severely limited their mobility.  HB 528 permits the parole board to consider for release any inmate that would not constitute a threat to society, has served at least 50% of their sentence, has not been considered for parole before and suffers from a substantial medical condition.  Types of medical conditions include cancer, heart disease, stroke and diabetes.        

The state is responsible for the cost of medical treatment for inmates convicted of a felony and housed in a prison or local jail.  Inmates on parole are responsible for the cost of their medical treatment.       

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The cost of HB 528 to local governments is indeterminable but expected to be minimal.  The bill seeks to expand eligibility for medical parole.  Reducing the number of inmates with severe or chronic medical conditions will lower state inmate healthcare costs.  The state is responsible for providing medical treatment for felony inmates; whereas, parolees are responsible for the cost of their own care.  
Upon sentencing, all Class D felons are housed in any one of 79 full service jails for the duration of their sentence.  Certain Class C felons can be housed in local full service jails if there are no available state prison beds.  The state pays at the rate of $31.34
 a day for these prisoners. This amount may or may not cover the cost of housing the felon in a local facility. 
A local government might lose revenue if the local jail looses state inmate population due to medical parole.  However, it is doubtful that enough state inmates will receive medical parole to effect the inmate population or revenue received by local governments for housing state inmates.  According to the Department of Corrections, during fiscal year 2011, no Class D felons housed received early medical parole.       
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