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AN ACT relating to filing fees for office and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 118.255 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The Secretary of State shall receive a fee of five hundred dollars ($500) for a candidate for statewide elected state office or the Congress, two hundred dollars ($200) for a candidate for Commonwealth's attorney, the General Assembly, or the District Court, Circuit Court, Court of Appeals, or Supreme Court, twenty dollars ($20) for candidates for office in cities of the fifth or sixth class, fifty dollars ($50) for other candidates who file with the Secretary of State for each notification and declaration and petition filed with him, and fifty dollars ($50) for a write-in candidate for office other than municipal office in cities of the fifth or sixth class, to be paid by the candidate, or the candidate's representative, when the notification and declaration and petition or declaration of intent is filed.

(2)
The county clerk shall receive a fee pursuant to KRS 64.012 for each notification and declaration and petition filed with him to be paid by the candidate at the time of the filing.

(3)
The county clerk or Secretary of State shall refund to a candidate the filing fee paid under this section or KRS 64.012, upon demand by the candidate, if:

(a)
The candidate is redistricted into a new district after he or she has paid the filing fee under this section or KRS 64.012 and the redistricting renders any portion of the notification and declaration previously filed by the candidate under KRS 118.165 incorrect; or

(b)
The candidate has paid the filing fee under this section or KRS 64.012 for a district established in an apportionment or redistricting plan that is held to be unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction and the result of the court's order renders any portion of the notification and declaration previously filed by the candidate under KRS 118.105 incorrect.

Section 2.   The General Assembly finds and declares that the enactment and approval by the Governor of House Bill 1 in the 2012 Regular Session, which established districts for the General Assembly, and the subsequent litigation that resulted in that Act being held unconstitutional led to uncertainty in what General Assembly districts would be valid for the 2012 primary and regular election, and created an undue hardship on candidates seeking election for the General Assembly, and therefore that the provisions of this Act shall be made retroactive to November 9, 2011.

Section 3.   Whereas certain candidates for the General Assembly have unnecessarily expended funds on multiple filings for nomination and election to the General Assembly and recoupment of those funds may be vital to their candidacy, an emergency is declared to exist, and this Act takes effect upon its passage and approval by the Governor or upon its otherwise becoming a law.
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