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AN ACT relating to the Department of Law.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 367.150 is amended to read as follows:

The Department of Law shall have the following functions, powers and duties:

(1)
To promote the coordination of consumer protection activities of all departments, divisions and branches of state, county and city government, concerned with activities involving consumer interests;

(2)
To assist, advise and cooperate with federal, state and local agencies and officials to protect and promote the interests of the consumer public; to advise the Governor and the legislature in all matters concerning consumer affairs;

(3)
To conduct investigations, research, studies and analysis of matters affecting health, safety, the human environment, the marketplace and all other consumer affairs, and take appropriate action; to communicate the view of the consumer to state, county, and city agencies and officials;

(4)
To study the operation of all laws, rules, regulations, orders, and state policies affecting consumers and to recommend to the Governor and to the Legislature, new legislation, rules, regulations, orders, and policies in the consumers' interest;

(5)
To organize and hold conferences on problems affecting consumers; to undertake activities to encourage business, industry, the professions, and others offering goods or services to maintain high standards of honesty, fair business practices, and public responsibility in the production, promotion and sale of consumer goods and services;

(6)
To provide a central clearing house of information for all citizens of the Commonwealth by collecting and compiling consumer complaints and inquiries, and forwarding them to the proper governmental agencies if appropriate; it shall be the further responsibility of the department to maintain records indicating the final disposition by the agency of any matter so referred;

(7)
To organize, promote and conduct consumer education programs within the Commonwealth; to cooperate with and establish necessary liaison with consumer organizations;

(8)
(a)
To appear before any federal, state or local governmental branch, commission, department, rate-making or regulatory body or agency, to represent and be heard on behalf of consumers' interests;[ and]
(b)
To be made a real party in interest to any action on behalf of consumer interests involving a quasijudicial or rate-making proceeding of any state or local governmental branch, commission, department, agency, or rate-making body whenever deemed necessary and advisable in the consumers' interest by the Attorney General; and

(c)
To recover its reasonable expert witness fees incurred in matters filed pursuant to this subsection on behalf of consumers' interests.

(9)
To perform such other acts as may be incidental to the exercise of the functions, powers and duties set forth in KRS 367.120 to 367.300.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 278.010 TO 278.450 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Pursuant to the Attorney General's statutory authority to intervene by right on behalf of consumers' interests under Section 1 of this Act, the Attorney General shall, upon intervention and request, be awarded his or her reasonable expert witness fees, as determined and approved by the commission, incurred in matters filed pursuant to KRS Chapter 278 in any proceeding that impacts, directly or indirectly, consumer utility rates or services;

(2)
The decision to intervene or otherwise participate in applications or filings pending before the commission or recover expert witness fees shall be at the sole discretion of the Attorney General;

(3)
All awards for the Attorney General's expert witness fees under this section as determined and approved by the commission shall be included as a separate surcharge and assessed by the commission as determined in the case of the utility whose filings are the basis of the Attorney General's intervention;

(4)
(a)
The methodology for applying any award to the Attorney General shall be 

calculated and charged based upon each customer's revenue charge, where 

the revenue charge can be ascertained under KRS Chapter 278, or a 

customer's meter charge in the event that the revenue charge is 

inapplicable; and

(b)
Upon full payment to the Attorney General for his or her reasonable expert witness fees, the surcharge shall cease and any over collection shall be reimbursed to the ratepayers in the same manner as used for calculating and collecting the surcharge.

(5)
The utility whose filing caused intervention by the Attorney General may conspicuously indicate the surcharge in its billings to customers affected by the surcharge, including the reason for the surcharge and the estimated date that the surcharge will cease being collected.
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