Local Mandate Fiscal Impact Estimate

Kentucky Legislative Research Commission
2012 Regular Session 
     
Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1783


	Bill #:
	HB 563 GA


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to crimes and punishments


	Sponsor:
	Representative Martha Jane King


	Unit of Government:
	 
	City
	x
	County
	x
	Urban-County

	
	x
	Charter County
	x
	Consolidated Local
	x
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	local law enforcement and local jails


	Requirement:
	 
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	 
	Modifies Existing
	x
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
This legislation creates the crime of fraudulent firearm transaction when a person fraudulently informs a firearms dealer or a private person that the proposed firearms transaction is illegal when it is legal or that is legal when it is illegal. Conviction of a violation is a Class D felony.
HB 563 GA removed the original provision “(4) This section does not apply to a peace officer acting in his or her official capacity.”     

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
While the exact cost to local government resulting from enactment of this legislation cannot be precisely determined, it is believed that the overall increase in costs will be minimal. 
A person who is convicted of a “fraudulent firearms transaction” under the terms of this legislation is guilty of a Class D felony, which can result in up to five years in prison (including a local jail) and a $10,000 fine or both. There will likely be some additional costs associated with training local law enforcement in investigating violations of this legislation and additional staff and administrative time required by law enforcement (including prosecutors) in prosecuting violations. 
Local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating individuals who are charged with a felony (if they do not make bail) until disposition of the case.  The average length of a prisoner's stay prior to conviction and final sentencing is 8.7 months.  While the expense of housing inmates varies widely by jail, each additional inmate will increase facility costs by an estimated average of $31.34 per day.  Upon sentencing, all Class D felons are housed in any one of 79 full service jails for up to five years.  The state reimburses at the rate of $31.34
 a day for these convicts.  This amount may or may not cover the cost of housing the felon in a local facility. 

While there will be some additional costs to local government resulting from the passage of this legislation, the exact amount cannot be determined. It is believed, however, that the increase in costs will be minimal overall.      
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