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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing the creation of the Task Force on Kentucky Alcoholic Beverage Law to study possible changes to the statutes and administrative regulations governing the sale of alcoholic beverages in the state of Kentucky.

WHEREAS, the Kentucky alcoholic beverage statutes, contained in KRS Chapters 241 to 244, are cumbersome and confusing for alcohol licensees, alcohol regulators, and the public; and

WHEREAS, in many of the Kentucky alcoholic beverage statutes, the operative text was written during the initial years following the repeal of prohibition, with minimal changes in the subsequent decades; and

WHEREAS, many of the Kentucky alcoholic beverage statutes are inconsistent or even contradictory, and there has never been a comprehensive effort to harmonize and unify the statutes; and

WHEREAS, any administrative regulations based on the current alcoholic beverage statutes are constrained by the same problems that affect those statutes; and

WHEREAS, a substantial number of licensees and industry leaders have repeatedly called for comprehensive modernization and reform of the Kentucky alcoholic beverage laws; and

WHEREAS, any changes to the alcoholic beverage laws should protect and maintain the three-tier system for alcohol sales in this state; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky alcoholic beverage laws need to be clear, relevant, and reflective of the state of the industry and the public mind-set for the twenty-first century;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission is directed to establish the Task Force on Kentucky Alcoholic Beverage Law. The task force shall study possible changes to the statutes and administrative regulations governing the sale of alcoholic beverages in the state of Kentucky. The task force shall review and discuss approaches to modernize, simplify, and enhance state alcohol laws, including potentially rewriting and reorganizing all of KRS Chapters 241 to 244. The task force may review any relevant alcohol topics, but the task force shall at a minimum specifically examine:

(1)
How effective local option election laws are at achieving their goals and representing the interests of the various voting localities;

(2)
How many types of alcohol licenses there should be in this state and what activities should be authorized under those licenses; and

(3)
Which alcohol statutes no longer reflect current industry and regulatory practice.

The task force shall make recommendations based on its findings. The task force may propose new legislation, if appropriate. 

Section 2.   The task force shall consist of the following members:

(1)
Two members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate, one of whom shall be designated co-chair. One of the appointed members shall be from the majority party and one shall be from the minority party;

(2)
Two members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, one of whom shall be designated co-chair. One of the appointed members shall be from the majority party and one shall be from the minority party;

(3)
The Commissioner of the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control or the commissioner's designee;

(4)
The Director of the Division of Wine and Distilled Spirits within the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control or his or her designee;

(5)
The Director of the Division of Malt Beverages within the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control or his or her designee;

(6)
One representative of the Governor's office;

(7)
The Secretary of the Public Protection Cabinet or the secretary's designee;

(8)
The Attorney General or his or her designee;

(9)
One representative of the State Board of Elections appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of two nominees submitted by the Secretary of State;

(10)
One representative of the Kentucky State Police appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of two nominees submitted by the Secretary of the Justice Cabinet;

(11)
One county government official appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of two nominees submitted by the governing body of the Kentucky Association of Counties;

(12)
One city government official appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of two nominees submitted by the governing body of the Kentucky League of Cities;

(13)
One member representing Mothers Against Drunk Driving appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of two nominees submitted by the Mothers Against Drunk Driving Kentucky office;

(14)
One member appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of two nominees submitted by the Kentucky Liquor Retail Coalition;

(15)
One member appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of two nominees submitted by the Kentucky Petroleum Marketers Association;

(16)
One member appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of two nominees submitted by the Kentucky Retail Federation;

(17)
One member appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of two nominees submitted by the Kentucky Restaurant Association;

(18)
One member appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of two nominees submitted by the Kentucky Grocers Association & Kentucky Association of Convenience Stores;

(19)
One member appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of two nominees submitted by the Wine and Spirits Wholesalers of Kentucky, Inc.;

(20)
One member appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of two nominees submitted by the Kentucky Distillers' Association;

(21)
One member appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of two nominees submitted by the Kentucky Vineyard Society. Each nominee shall represent a Kentucky small farm winery that has been licensed for at least the past five years and that ranks among the top ten wine producers among the small farm wineries within Kentucky;

(22)
One member appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of two nominees submitted by the Kentucky Beer Wholesalers' Association;

(23)
One member representing a large Kentucky brewer appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of two nominees submitted by the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control;

(24)
One member representing a Kentucky licensed microbrewery that has been licensed for at least the past five years, who shall be appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of two nominees submitted by the Brewers Association; and

(25)
Two members who shall be attorneys with at least five years of experience in representing alcoholic beverage industry members, each of whom shall be appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a separate list of two nominees submitted by the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control.

Section 3.   The task force shall meet at least once monthly and it shall convene its first meeting within 30 days after the effective date of Sections 1 to 4 of this Act. The Task Force on Kentucky Alcoholic Beverage Law shall report its findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission and the Interim Joint Committee on Licensing and Occupations no later than February 1, 2013.

Section 4.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, final membership is subject to the consideration and approval of the Legislative Research Commission, which may alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof and designate a study completion date.
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