UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF 01/11/12
12 REG. SESS.
12 RS HCR 38/HCS 1


A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing the Legislative Research Commission to create the Task Force on Children Exposed to and Affected by Domestic Violence.

WHEREAS, domestic violence can affect every member of a family and can create a home environment where children live in constant fear; and

WHEREAS, children who witness family violence may be affected in ways similar to children who are physically abused, making them unable to establish nurturing bonds with either parent and leading to long-term negative consequences for normal child development; and

WHEREAS, an estimated three million children in the United States witness violence in their homes each year; and

WHEREAS, it is not known how many Kentucky children are exposed to or affected by domestic violence, but the Kentucky Domestic Violence Association reports that spouse abuse programs receive more than 35,000 domestic violence-related calls annually; and

WHEREAS, existing state and local responses and services for domestic violence are often not targeted toward children in families where domestic violence occurs, unless, or until, they become victims themselves; and

WHEREAS, numerous groups, agencies, and individuals who interact with the child welfare system have expressed an awareness of the need to improve responses and services for children exposed to and affected by domestic violence;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   There is hereby created the Task Force on Children Exposed to and Affected by Domestic Violence of the Legislative Research Commission. The task force shall assess state and local response and services to children exposed to domestic violence, study strategies to enhance identification of these children, and study initiatives to reduce the negative effects that domestic violence has on children.

Section 2.   The objectives of the task force shall be to:

(1)
Present a review of research and policy related to children exposed to and affected by domestic violence;

(2)
Assess existing state and local methods for identifying children exposed to and affected by domestic violence;

(3)
Delineate risk factors and protective factors influencing the impact of domestic violence on children; and

(4)
Identify effective intervention strategies for children exposed to and affected by domestic violence that support and complement services provided to the non-offending parent.

Section 3.   The desired outcomes of the task force shall be:

(1)
An understanding of the issue of children exposed to and affected by domestic violence and its consequences to the social services and justice systems and to the Commonwealth;

(2)
A plan for an improved system of identification of children exposed to and affected by domestic violence;

(3)
A plan for an improved system of information sharing, coordination of services, and response to children exposed to and affected by domestic violence; and

(4)
A plan for providing children with the additional services, skills, and competencies needed to counteract the negative impact of domestic violence.

Section 4.   The task force shall be composed of the following members, with final membership of the task force being subject to the consideration and approval of the Legislative Research Commission:

(1)
One (1) member of the Senate, to be appointed by the President of the Senate, to serve as co-chair of the task force;

(2)
One (1) member of the House of Representatives, to be appointed by the Speaker of the House, to serve as co-chair of the task force;

(3)
A representative of the Justice and Public Safety Cabinet;

(4)
A representative of the Department for Community Based Services;

(5)
A representative of the Department for Public Health;

(6)
A representative of the Department for Mental Health and Mental Retardation Services;

(7)
The Attorney General, or his or her designee;

(8)
A representative of the Kentucky Domestic Violence Association;

(9)
A representative of the Kentucky Medical Association;

(10)
A representative of the Kentucky Nurses Association;

(11)
A representative of the Kentucky Association of Chiefs of Police;

(12)
A family court judge;

(13)
A representative of the Department of Education;

(14)
A pediatric physician;

(15)
A local domestic violence detective;

(16)
A local victim advocate with experience working with children exposed to and affected by domestic violence;

(17)
A representative of a local child-focused organization providing services to children exposed to and affected by domestic violence;

(18)
A representative of a local domestic violence shelter or program;

(19)
A local prosecutor;

(20)
A victim of domestic violence;

(21)
A professor with expertise and research related to domestic violence;

(22)
A local school counselor; and

(23)
The public advocate or his or her designee.

Section 5.   The task force shall meet monthly during the 2012 Interim of the General Assembly. The task force shall submit a report to the Legislative Research Commission by December 31, 2012, for referral to the appropriate committee. The report shall, at a minimum, summarize the proceedings of the task force and include any recommendations for policy changes or legislation.

Section 6.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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