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A JOINT RESOLUTION designating the "Constance Ellison Bridge" in Harlan County.

WHEREAS, Constance Ellison was born on June 21, 1923, in Brunswick, Georgia; and

WHEREAS, Constance Ellison joined the First African Church in Brunswick, Georgia, at an early age and became an active participant in Sunday School, the Junior Choir, and the Baptist Young People's Union; and

WHEREAS, after graduating valedictorian of Risley High School in Brunswick, Georgia, Constance Ellison received her Bachelor of Science in Home Economics from Tuskegee Institute in Tuskegee, Alabama, and later received her Master's Degree in Home Economics from Cornell University in Ithaca, New York; and

WHEREAS, upon graduation from the Tuskegee Institute, Constance Ellison accepted a position as home economics instructor in Benham, Kentucky, teaching for 37 years, first at East Benham High School, followed by Cumberland High School; and

WHEREAS, Constance Ellison became the driving force behind nine East Benham High School reunions that brought back hundreds of alumni to celebrate the school's heritage and history of excellence; and

WHEREAS, Constance Ellison remained an active member of the Benham community, participating in numerous activities. She could always be found cooking, sewing, knitting, crocheting, quilting, or creating ceramic items. She used her vast knowledge in these crafts to teach others, both in adult classes and the Homemaker's Club; and

WHEREAS, Constance Ellison operated the "jam/jelly-pickle" contests at the "Swappin' Meeting" for over 25 years while also being a member of the Hall of Fame Committee of the Harlan County Board of Education for two years, and serving on various Clinic and Hospital Boards; and

WHEREAS, Constance Ellison loved the Lord and proudly showed her Christianity not only through words but also actions. Constance Ellison strived to become a living example of what she believed, represented in one of her favorite quotes: "Do all the good you can, by all means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can"; and

WHEREAS, Constance Ellison traversed these earthly bounds on June 3, 2011, she is survived by her loving sister and nephew, Harryette Pickens and Harry Pickens, along with numerous family and friends who miss her dearly; and

WHEREAS, Constance Ellison was a dedicated educator who brought an abundance of knowledge to any student lucky enough to cross her path, and her service to the community of Benham and the Commonwealth of Kentucky will always be appreciated and remembered;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet shall honor Constance Ellison by designating the bridge located at milepoint 9 on Kentucky Route 160 in Harlan County, as the "Constance Ellison Bridge."The Transportation Cabinet shall, within 30 days of the effective date of this Resolution erect signs at both ends of the bridge specified in this section that read the "Constance Ellison Bridge."
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