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A JOINT RESOLUTION designating Kentucky Route 1384 in Pike County, from the United States Highway 23 interchange to the Floyd County line at Boldman, in honor of former Representative Herbie Deskins.

WHEREAS, Herbie Deskins was born November 26, 1943, in Radford, Virginia; and

WHEREAS, Herbie Deskins is a graduate of West Van Lear Grade School and Paintsville High School where he had a prolific basketball career, becoming among the first players to score more than 1,000 points during his varsity career; and

WHEREAS, upon graduation of high school, Herbie Deskins graduated from the University of Kentucky and the University of Kentucky College of Law; and

WHEREAS, Herbie Deskins served his country in the United States Army Reserves during the Vietnam War from 1965 to 1971, as a member of the 100th Division Combat Infantry; and

WHEREAS, after his military service, Herbie Deskins returned to Pike County where he practiced law from 1970 until 1975, as well as serving as former chairman of the Pike County Democratic Party and adjunct professor at Pikeville College; and

WHEREAS, Herbie Deskins began serving the 94th District in the Kentucky House of Representatives in 1976 and continued serving until 1998. Herbie Deskins was a member and co-chair of the Banking and Insurance Committee for two decades, a member of the Judiciary Committee for two decades, chairman of the Natural Resources and Environment Committee from 1980 until 1998, and chairman of the Mountain Caucus from 1995 until 1998; and

WHEREAS, Herbie Deskins, along with Speaker Greg Stumbo, sponsored legislation in the 1980s that allowed Kentucky to gain primacy in the enforcement of federal surface mining laws; and

WHEREAS, Herbie Deskins received the Outstanding Young Democrat award from the Seventh Congressional District in 1966, the Outstanding Young Men of America Award in 1971, was a delegate to the Democratic Mini Convention in 1974, served as an alternate delegate to the Democratic National Convention in 1976, received the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Appalachian School of Law, and was named Best Attorney in the Valley by the Appalachian News-Express; and 

WHEREAS, Herbie Deskins has been a lifelong servant of the Commonwealth of Kentucky and the good citizens of the 94th District and is hereby recognized by this Honorable Body for his tireless work and devotion to the prosperity and advancement of Kentucky;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet is directed to designate Kentucky Route 1384 in Pike County, from the United States Highway 23 interchange to the Floyd County line at Boldman, as the "Herbie Deskins Highway" and shall within 30 days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect the appropriate signage denoting this designation.
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