UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF 01/09/12
12 REG. SESS.
12 RS BR 831


A JOINT RESOLUTION authorizing and directing a comprehensive study of the use of advanced transportation technology and more fuel-efficient vehicles in the Commonwealth.

WHEREAS, receipts derived from excise taxation related to gasoline and other motor fuels are deposited into the Road Fund; and

WHEREAS, the gasoline and other motor fuels receipts represent approximately 55% of the total Road Fund during a fiscal year; and

WHEREAS, it is anticipated that these receipts will decline over time as a result of advanced transportation technology, including compressed air vehicles, electric vehicles, and more fuel-efficient vehicles; and

WHEREAS, there have been no benchmarks established within the Commonwealth by which to measure the use of new technology and fuel-efficient vehicles and their impact on the Road Fund;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   Staff of the Legislative Research Commission shall conduct a comprehensive study of:

(1)
Past trends related to:

(a)
Vehicles used in the Commonwealth;

(b)
The number and habits of licensed drivers in the Commonwealth; and

(c)
The volume of gasoline and other motor fuels consumed in the Commonwealth;

(2)
The current:

(a)
Use of advanced transportation technology and fuel-efficient vehicles in the Commonwealth;

(b)
Federal mandates related to advanced transportation technology and fuel-efficient vehicles; and

(c)
Consumer preferences related to advanced transportation technology and fuel-efficient vehicles; and

(3)
Estimates of how anticipated changes to subsection (2) of this section might impact the Commonwealth and gasoline and other motor fuels tax receipts in the future.

Section 2.   Staff shall examine data which may be used to establish benchmarks identifying the current use of advanced transportation technology and fuel-efficient vehicles used in the Commonwealth. Data collected and analyzed shall include but not be limited to:

(1)
The Road Fund and how fuel consumption impacts Road Fund revenues;

(2)
Current trends in advanced transportation technology as it relates to fuel economy;

(3)
Current trends in advanced transportation technology as it relates to vehicle compulsion with other than gasoline or other motor fuels;

(4)
Existing federal mandates and laws related to fuel economy standards;

(5)
Current consumer preferences as they relate to fuel economy;

(6)
Existing types and ages of vehicles registered in Kentucky and how this has changed over time;

(7)
The number of licensed drivers in Kentucky and how this has changed over time;

(8)
The driving habits of licensed drivers in Kentucky and how this has changed over time;

(9)
The amount of gasoline and other motor fuels sold in Kentucky and how this has changed over time; and

(10)
How other states provide funds for the construction and repair of their highways, roads, and bridges.

Section 3.   Staff shall, to the extent possible, estimate how Kentucky motor fuels receipts may be impacted by changes in:

(1)
Trends in advanced transportation technology;

(2)
Federal mandates;

(3)
Consumer preferences; and

(4)
Driving habits.

Section 4.   Staff shall submit a written report to the Legislative Research Commission, the Interim Joint Committee on Appropriations and Revenue, and the Interim Joint Committee on Transportation detailing the study findings on or before December 1, 2012.

Section 5.   The following Executive Branch agencies shall provide applicable data to assist in the study:

(1)
The Finance and Administration Cabinet, Department of Revenue; and

(2)
The Transportation Cabinet.

Section 6.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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