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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Cabinet for Economic Development to conduct a study of the economic development potential of Kentucky's rural areas and to develop a strategy for creating jobs, increasing wages, and developing businesses in rural areas of the Commonwealth.

WHEREAS, the mission of the Commonwealth's economic development programs is to achieve the best quality of life for all Kentuckians through long-term strategic planning and implementation that fosters sustainable growth in jobs and income and enables communities, businesses, and governments, and individuals to compete in the global marketplace; and

WHEREAS, the Cabinet for Economic Development has an extensive system of programs designed to recruit, develop, and expand businesses and job growth within the state, and some programs and components of programs are designed specifically to encourage economic development in rural areas within the Commonwealth that are often characterized by higher levels of unemployment and unique development needs; and

WHEREAS, there is a need for a comprehensive analysis of the economic development potential for Kentucky's rural areas and a strategy for fostering job growth, increased wages, and business development in rural areas of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Cabinet for Economic Development is directed to conduct or have conducted a study of the economic development potential in rural areas of the Commonwealth regarding any strategic advantages that may be enjoyed in specific areas that may lend themselves to focus business development centered upon these advantages.

Section 2.   The Cabinet for Economic Development shall include in its report a strategy and a series of specific recommendations for changes to be made to existing programs or the development of new programs that are designed to promote job growth and business development in rural areas of the Commonwealth.

Section 3.   The report and recommendations directed in this Resolution shall be transmitted by the Cabinet for Economic Development to the Legislative Research Commission for distribution to the appropriate interim committees on or before November 1, 2012.
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