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A JOINT RESOLUTION designating a section of United State Route 641 in Calloway County as the "Medal of Honor Way."

WHEREAS, the Medal of Honor is the highest military decoration awarded by the United States government and is bestowed by the President, in the name of Congress, upon members of the United States Armed Forces who distinguish themselves through "conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his or her life above and beyond the call of duty while engaged in an action against an enemy of the United States"; and

WHEREAS, the Medal of Honor has been awarded to over 3,400 individuals since the Civil War, including over 50 Kentuckians; and

WHEREAS, in September 2010, Marine Sergeant Dakota Meyer of Greensburg, Kentucky, received the Medal of Honor for his actions during the Battle of Ganjgal on September 8, 2009, as part of Operation Enduring Freedom in Kunar province, Afghanistan; and

WHEREAS, in addition to Sergeant Meyer, four other living Kentucky natives have been presented their nation's highest honor: Wilburn Ross, Ernest West, Gary Lee Littrell, and Don Jenkins; and

WHEREAS, in late September 2010, the city of Louisville was proud to host the annual convention of the Congressional Medal of Honor Society, where over 50 Medal of Honor recipients gathered with their families; and

WHEREAS, the gathering served as a chance to foster a strong brotherhood among those who have received an award that carries lasting acclaim but also a heavy burden that often includes haunting memories and survivor’s guilt.  As Gary Lee Littrell said, "None of us feel we deserve the medal. We had a job to do."; and

WHEREAS, it is proper to commemorate the service and sacrifice of these brave soldiers, sailors, airmen, and Marines in a tangible way, although we could never truly represent what their deeds mean to us as a nation;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet shall designate United States Route 641 within the city limits of Murray, Kentucky, as the "Medal of Honor Way," and shall, within 30 days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect appropriate signs denoting this designation.
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