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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor and loving memory of Melvin Morris Mullen and Naydene Inis Epley Mullen.

WHEREAS, Melvin Morris Mullen was born January 3, 1917, in Logan County, Kentucky, to the late Authur and Mary Mullen. One of nine children, Melvin helped care for his younger brothers and sisters; and

WHEREAS, Melvin attended school through the eighth grade in a one-room school house. Since there was no county educational facility past the eighth grade, Melvin sought employment upon graduation and was soon hired to help build trails at Mammoth Cave National Park. When he became old enough, he joined the Army and honorably served his country overseas. Upon completion of his tour of duty, he performed various jobs in the area before accepting employment with the Kroger Company; and

WHEREAS, on June 21, 1922, almost five years after Melvin was born, Hurl and Daisy Epley, who also lived in Logan County, rejoiced on the birth of their first-born child, a daughter, whom they named Naydene. When Naydene became older, she, too, helped care for her brother and sisters and worked on the family farm. She enjoyed playing basketball, loved school, and participated in the statewide spelling bee. She dreamed of becoming a teacher, but a secondary school was still unavailable in the area. After her eighth grade graduation, she moved to Ohio to live with her aunt and uncle to further her education. However, overcome with the thought that she should be working, she moved back home and obtained employment with Houchens and the Kroger Company, a decision she later regretted because her dream of becoming a teacher never became a reality; and

WHEREAS, as time passed, Naydene grew into a beautiful young woman, and it didn't take Melvin long to notice. They fell in love and were united in marriage on October 16, 1943. They worked hard each day and shared a strong faith in God. After ten years of marriage, they were blessed with a daughter, Janaye, who brought more joy into their lives than they could imagine. Their home was filled with warmth and love, and Naydene joyously spent each day sewing, cooking, and caring for her family while Melvin worked; and

WHEREAS, when Janaye became an adult, she married Keith Bond, an occasion Melvin and Naydene celebrated as they welcomed their son-in-law into their family. Melvin and Naydene's lives were further blessed with the births of their granddaughters, Lauren and Leslie; and

WHEREAS, after 30 years of employment with the Kroger Company, Melvin retired and became an avid walker, traveling several miles each day. He delighted in taking his granddaughters on long walks and frequented Shively Park. His days were fulfilled as he shared nature and life's joys with those who meant so much to him; and

WHEREAS, Melvin and Naydene were ever grateful for the many gifts with which they had been blessed. They were faithful members of Parkview Methodist Church, where Naydene was a member of the Women's Worship and Bible Study Groups. As a member of the Masons, Melvin shared his faith and love for God by fulfilling the organization's missions; and

WHEREAS, on August 1, 2002, a shadow of sadness fell over the Mullen household as Melvin departed from this life. In addition to his beloved wife of 59 years, Naydene, he left behind his daughter, Janaye, and her husband, Keith; the two precious granddaughters whom he adored so much, Lauren and Leslie Bond; four brothers, Joe, Herbert, Karon, and Nealy Mullen; and two sisters, Minnie White and Laura Ray. He was preceded in death by his parents; a sister, Bessie Mae; and a brother, William; and 

WHEREAS, for the next eight years, Naydene found comfort in the lasting memory of Melvin's love and joy in performing special acts of kindness for Janaye, Keith, Lauren, and Leslie. She made quilts for Lauren and Leslie to be presented when they married and cooked their favorite foods. Aromas of chocolate cake, Italian cream cake, and blackberry cobbler, favorites of the Bond family, frequently wafted from Naydene's kitchen. Her family was the source of immeasurable blessings; and

WHEREAS, on September 23, 2010, Naydene traversed these earthly bounds to be with her Heavenly Father and those loved ones who had gone before. She was predeceased not only by her beloved Melvin, but also by her parents, Hurl and Daisy Epley; a brother, Truman Epley; and two sisters, Minnie Swartz and Jo Johnson. She leaves behind her adored daughter, Janaye; son-in-law, Keith Bond; granddaughters, Lauren and Leslie Bond; other cherished relatives; and countless friends; and

WHEREAS, Melvin Morris Mullen and Naydene Inis Epley Mullen will be remembered for their daily efforts to help others. Their kindness and caring impacted countless lives, and they leave a legacy of benevolence that will continue to inspire others for years to come. They will be greatly missed;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives expresses its deepest sympathy upon the deaths of Melvin and Naydene Mullen and extends its heartfelt condolences to their beloved daughter, son-in-law, and granddaughters.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of Melvin Morris Mullen and Naydene Inis Epley Mullen.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Janaye Mullen Bond, 200 Woodsbend Drive, Elizabethtown, Kentucky 42701.
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