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A RESOLUTION urging the Presidential Administration, the United States Trade Representative, and the United States Department of Agriculture Secretary to include tobacco and tobacco products within the scope of the Trans-Pacific Partnership trade agreement currently being negotiated.

WHEREAS, Kentucky has a long-standing tradition of producing some of the best tobacco in the world; and

WHEREAS, tobacco production historically has been a vital part of the state's rural economy; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky is the nation's No. 1 burley tobacco production state and also produces a significant amount of dark tobacco; and

WHEREAS, even though burley production has declined in recent years since the federal tobacco buyout in late 2004, the Kentucky crop still generates $300-$400 million per year; and

WHEREAS, demand for burley tobacco in 2012 may show signs of stability, in part because the international market demands are rebounding in response to competitive prices; and

WHEREAS, in 2011, over 100 million pounds of U.S. burley entered the export market, with a large percentage of that amount produced in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, the Presidential Administration, the Office of the United States Trade Representative, with assistance from the United States Department of Agriculture, is currently negotiating the Trans-Pacific Partnership trade agreement, with the goal of enhancing trade and investment among the Trans-Pacific Partnership partner countries; and

WHEREAS, as negotiations proceed, some members of Congress and other international officials are attempting to exclude tobacco from its eight-country trade talks in order to promote tobacco control; and

WHEREAS, it has been a long-standing policy of the United States to approach trade negotiations comprehensively, putting "everything on the table," recognizing that any carve-out demanded by one government provides an excuse for the negotiating partners to do the same; and

WHEREAS, there is no serious policy rationale for excluding tobacco or any other agricultural products or commodities from trade agreements; and

WHEREAS, the exclusion of tobacco from the Trans-Pacific Partnership in the pursuit of international public health and other policy objectives would harm Kentucky's rural economy and the farmers who are an important part of that economic framework;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Presidential Administration, the United States Trade Representative, and the United States Department of Agriculture are urged to hold firm on the long-standing policy that trade agreements must be comprehensive, to ensure that no agricultural products or commodities, including tobacco and tobacco products, be removed in the name of public policy, and to act accordingly in negotiating the Trans-Pacific Partnership.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to President Barack Obama, United States Trade Representative Ron Kirk, and United States Department of Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack.

Page 1 of 1
BR141800.100 - 1418 - 3245

Jacketed

