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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor and loving memory of John Booe.

WHEREAS, John Booe was a beloved son of Kentucky who, through his deep commitment to his family and community, sought to leave the world a little better off than he found it; and

WHEREAS, John Booe served his country in the Armed Forces in World War II and spent his last two years of military service in Italy and Greece. When he returned home he attended the University of Kentucky and graduated in 1951 with a business degree; and

WHEREAS, after working 11 years in New York for the DuPont Company, in 1964 John Booe left his job to come home and take over for his ailing mother in the family business she cofounded, Rebecca Ruth Candies. It was at this time he was noted for bringing the business into the modern age without sacrificing quality. In addition to developing the wholesale business and growing the mail-order business, he expanded the factory and increased candy production including additional liquor-filled chocolates which he developed; and

WHEREAS, John Booe was known by many as the candy man. After his mother's death in 1973, he assumed the reins of the business and ran the company for nearly 25 years. He took pride in making the finest product he could make and he continued to work there every day even after selling the company in 1997 to his son, Charles; and

WHEREAS, John Booe was committed to his community and served on the Urban Renewal Board in Frankfort, Kentucky, and was instrumental in the creation of the St. Clair Street Mall. He had an astonishing breadth of knowledge of history and geography, he was a ferocious proponent of civil rights and a devout Catholic; and

WHEREAS, John Booe was a compassionate man who was deeply devoted to his family. He married his wife Carolyn in 1964 and they celebrated 47 years of wedded bliss. He was the loving father of three, Martin Booe, Charles Booe, and Ruth Hanly Booe. He was the doting grandfather of four, Stephen Gabbard, Seth Gabbard, Sara Booe, and Alex Booe and was the caring brother of Kitty Simcox; and

WHEREAS, on January 30, 2012, John Booe departed this earthly life at the age of 85. He left a void that cannot be filled and a host of family and friends who mourn his passing will always remember him for his selflessness and his ever present devotion to his family;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives expresses its most profound sense of sorrow and extends its sincerest condolences to the family and friends of John Booe.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of John Booe.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the office of Representative Derrick Graham for delivery to the family.
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