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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor and loving memory of Frank W. Sower.

WHEREAS, Frank W. Sower was born on December 10, 1910, and he left this earthly journey for his Heavenly Home on February 23, 2012, at the age of 101; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Sower graduated from Northwestern University in 1933. Thereafter called into military service, he was a Navy Lieutenant in the Pacific in World War II. Arriving home to his Frankfort community, he returned to the family hardware store and opened an office equipment business; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Sower was baptized by a Civil War veteran at Good Shepherd Catholic Church, and he devoted his life to his Lord, putting faith and family above all else; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Sower was heavily involved in the Frankfort community. He served a four-year term as Mayor following his election in 1968. He helped organize the Frankfort Chamber of Commerce and served as its first President. Mr. Sower also served as President of the Frankfort Rotary Club and the Frankfort Historical Society, and was a member of the Executive Board of the Frankfort Salvation Army and YMCA. He also served on the boards of many other charities, and he authored a history of Frankfort, Reflections on Frankfort 1751-1900. In 2010, he was honored by the Rotary Club for achieving 64 years of perfect attendance; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Sower's father donated Sower Football Field in Bellepoint in the early 20th century to Frankfort Independent Schools. He supported construction of the State Stadium baseball complex, dedicated East Frankfort Park, provided playground equipment for Dolly Graham Park following the 1978 flood, and more recently enabled construction of a soccer complex at Capitol View Park; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Sower enjoyed ringing the brass bell during the holidays for the Salvation Army. He was a dedicated fan of the Kentucky Wildcats, Cincinnati Reds, and Cincinnati Bengals, and he is fondly remembered for presenting the Soap Box Derby trophies each year; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Sower met his beloved Minnie Lynn Evans on the Kentucky River when, after noticing that he was approaching in his boat, she pretended to drown. The loving couple soon married; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Sower is survived by his wife of 74 years, Minnie Lynn Evans Sower; son and daughter-in-law, Frank W. Jr. and Judy Sower; daughter and son-in-law, Lynn Sower and Mike Bufkin; son and daughter-in-law, John R. and Phyllis Sower; nine grandchildren; and 20 great-grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Sower's family and friends are joined by communities across this Commonwealth in mourning his loss. They will forever remember his smile, the twinkle in his eye, and his positive outlook;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the House of Representatives convey their sincerest condolences and sympathy to the family, friends, and community of Frank W. Sower, and mourn with them during their time of grief.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives holds Frank W. Sower as an example to others of a life well-lived in service to others, a role model for all Kentuckians to embrace and emulate.

Section 3.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Frank W. Sower.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to Representative Derrick Graham for delivery to the family.
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