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A RESOLUTION recognizing February 29, 2012, as reflex sympathetic dystrophy syndrome awareness day in Kentucky.

WHEREAS, reflex sympathetic dystrophy syndrome is a chronic neurological condition characterized by severe burning pain, pathological changes in the bone and skin, excessive sweating, tissue swelling, and extreme sensitivity to touch; and

WHEREAS, reflex sympathetic dystrophy syndrome generally occurs at the site of an injury to a nerve or soft tissue, but may occur without an apparent injury to the affected person; and 

WHEREAS, reflex sympathetic dystrophy syndrome occurs in five percent of all nerve injuries; and 

WHEREAS, reflex sympathetic dystrophy syndrome is two to three times more frequent in females than males; and

WHEREAS, the cause of reflex sympathetic dystrophy syndrome is unknown, but it is thought to be caused by damaged nerves in the sympathetic nervous system; and 

WHEREAS, reflex sympathetic dystrophy syndrome can result in permanent disability and chronic severe pain; and 

WHEREAS, reflex sympathetic dystrophy syndrome is often misdiagnosed because the syndrome is either unknown or poorly understood; and

WHEREAS, the prognosis for patients with reflex sympathetic dystrophy syndrome is generally much better when identified and treated as early as possible; and 

WHEREAS, raising awareness of reflex sympathetic dystrophy syndrome will play a key role in improving understanding of the disease and bringing attention to the need for early diagnosis and treatment;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives urges public health and health care professionals to take an active role in raising awareness and educating Kentucky citizens about reflex sympathetic dystrophy syndrome.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Carolyn Clemons, 345 Hopewell Road, Caneyville, Kentucky 42721.
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