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A RESOLUTION honoring Lindsey Wilson College Men's Soccer Coach Ray Wells on being named the NAIA Coach of the Year for 2011.

WHEREAS, Lindsey Wilson Men's Soccer Coach Ray Wells, after the completion of a perfect season and the 2011 national championship, was named the 2011 NAIA Coach of the Year by both the NAIA and the National Soccer Coaches Association of America; and

WHEREAS, this is the fourth NAIA award and the seventh NSCAA coach of the year award for Ray Wells, who has also received the honors after the 1995, 1996, 1998, 2000, 2001, 2005 and 2009 seasons; and

WHEREAS, Ray Wells, who started the Lindsey Wilson College program from scratch in 1990, has compiled an amazing 424-67-22 overall record, captured nine national titles in 1995, 1996, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2005, 2009 and 2011, and guided the men's soccer program to 19 conference titles and 17 conference tournament championships in his 22 seasons; and

WHEREAS, Ray Wells also served as Lindsey Wilson's Athletic Director for his first nine seasons at the school, helping to establish 13 new sports programs during his tenure in that position; and

WHEREAS, Ray Wells' teams have reached the NAIA National Tournament 19 times in 22 years, including appearances in the NAIA National Championship game nine of the past 16 seasons, where the Blue Raiders have never lost, and the Blue Raiders have a 45-10-4 all time national tournament record, setting the record for the most national tournament wins in the history of the tournament; and

WHEREAS, in his 28 seasons as a collegiate head coach, Ray Wells' teams have produced 62 All-Americans (59 at Lindsey Wilson), 86 All-Region choices, and 159 All-Conference performers; and

WHEREAS, prior to becoming a coach, Ray Wells was a standout collegiate player at Appalachian State University, earning All-Southern Conference honors in 1981. He holds a bachelor's degree from Appalachian State and two master's degrees from Georgia Southern University, where he also served a stint as the soccer coach; and

WHEREAS, Ray Wells has become a fixture in the Columbia community with his wife, Cindy, and their two sons, Chris and Trae; and

WHEREAS, the accomplishments of the teams coached by Ray Wells over the past two decades have brought much acclaim to both Lindsey Wilson College and the Commonwealth of Kentucky;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the House of Representatives, both individually and collectively, do hereby honor Lindsey Wilson Men's Soccer Coach Ray Wells upon his selection as 2011 NAIA Coach of the Year, thank him for his dedication to developing young men, and wish him the best of luck in the future.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall transmit a copy of this Resolution to Coach Ray Wells, Lindsey Wilson College, 210 Lindsey Wilson Street, Columbia, Kentucky 42428.
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