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A RESOLUTION urging the Kentucky General Assembly to adequately fund higher education to promote affordability for all students.

WHEREAS, the General Assembly affirms that higher education is an investment by all and for all; and

WHEREAS, inadequate funding of higher education negatively impacts the Commonwealth's economy, workforce, and services and the general welfare and material well-being of its citizens; and

WHEREAS, state-funded colleges and universities have reported 11 budget cuts in 11 years; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth ended fiscal year 2010-2011 with a $156,800,000 general fund surplus; and

WHEREAS, more than 75 percent of that surplus totaling $121,800,000 was deposited into the budget reserve trust fund, known as the "rainy day fund"; and

WHEREAS, this surplus and deposit into the rainy day fund exemplifies a chance to restore state appropriations that were cut during the economic recession; and

WHEREAS, a November 2, 2011, paper prepared by the Kentucky Center for Economic Policy entitled "The College Affordability Crunch in Kentucky" found that higher education is increasingly unaffordable for Kentuckians due, in part, to declining state appropriations and rising tuition and recommended that the General Assembly limit tuition increases by providing more adequate funding for postsecondary institutions;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky General Assembly is urged to make every effort to keep the cost of postsecondary education affordable for all Kentucky students through institutional efficiencies and adequate funding to prevent tuition hikes.

Section 2.   The Kentucky General Assembly is urged to make adequate funding for postsecondary education a priority, even when funding cuts are required to balance the state general fund budget.
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