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A RESOLUTION encouraging the Personnel Cabinet, the Kentucky Retirement Systems, and the Kentucky Teachers' Retirement System to evaluate the mail order policies and practices of the pharmacy benefit programs they provide for compliance with state laws requiring opportunities for retail pharmacy participation.

WHEREAS, state health plans for public employees and retirees in Kentucky cover more than 330,000 lives each year; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky spends more than $1.8 billion on public employee and retiree health care annually with a large portion of those dollars being paid toward pharmacy and prescription drug coverage; and

WHEREAS, in order to control costs to the state for pharmacy and prescription drug coverage in these health plans, the Commonwealth of Kentucky uses Pharmacy Benefit Managers (PBMs); and

WHEREAS, many PBMs own mail-order pharmacies and incentivize their use over retail pharmacies; and

WHEREAS, KRS 18A.225 forbids health plans from discriminating against providers located within the geographic coverage area of the health benefit plan if the provider is willing to meet the terms and conditions for participation; and

WHEREAS, retail pharmacists provide an essential service by providing face to face counseling to patients on prescription medication;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the House of Representatives encourage the Personnel Cabinet, the Kentucky Retirement Systems, and the Kentucky Teachers' Retirement System to evaluate the mail-order policies and practices of the pharmacy benefit programs they provide for compliance with state laws requiring opportunities for retail pharmacy participation.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. Tim Longmeyer, Secretary, Personnel Cabinet, State Office Building, 1st Floor, 501 High Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601; Mr. William A. Thielen, Interim Executive Director, Kentucky Retirement Systems, 1260 Louisville Road, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601; and Mr. Gary Harbin, Executive Secretary, Kentucky Teachers' Retirement System, 479 Versailles Road, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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