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A RESOLUTION encouraging hospitals to provide a means by which patients who are veterans may opt to be visited by members of a veteran service organization.

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky recognizes the noble honor of veterans who served their country, and encourages hospitals throughout the Commonwealth to recognize their service by providing an additional benefit to those veterans seeking treatment in their facilities; and

WHEREAS, veterans seek care in hospitals outside of the United States Veterans' Affairs system every day; and

WHEREAS, veterans may need care at non-VA hospitals due to the need for specialized care, lack of coverage by the VA medical system, or the distance to a VA facility; and

WHEREAS, many veterans would appreciate having another veteran, chaplain, or member of a veteran service organization visit with them during their treatment and recuperation if they were afforded an opportunity to grant these visits; and

WHEREAS, during a visit by a veteran, chaplain, or member of a veteran service organization, the patient may learn about other services available to them as veterans; and

WHEREAS, hospitals are not prohibited from establishing a system similar to that used by local churches, in which an incoming patient gives approval for the release of his or her status and room number to authorized contacts at the churches; and

WHEREAS, if hospitals would establish a way by which local veteran service organizations, chaplains, or authorized members could check to see if there were any veterans staying in the hospital who would like to receive a visit, these visits would be beneficial to the emotional and physical well-being of the veterans who are in the hospitals;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives encourages hospitals throughout the state of Kentucky to consider establishing a method by which patients who are veterans could opt to disclose their status and provide that information to veteran service organization members who could then visit with the veteran while he or she is in the hospital.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to mail a copy of this Resolution to Michael Rust, President, Kentucky Hospital Association, 2501 Nelson Miller Parkway, P. O. Box 436629, Louisville, Kentucky 40253-6629.
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