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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor and loving memory of Lieutenant Colonel John Darin Loftis.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Lieutenant Colonel John Darin Loftis and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Lieutenant Colonel John Darin Loftis was born on February 22, 1968. He traversed these earthly bounds on February 25, 2012; and

WHEREAS, Lieutenant Colonel John Darin Loftis was the beloved son of John Loftis and Chris Jannes and is survived by his loving wife, Holly Loftis, and his two daughters who loved him dearly; and
WHEREAS, Lieutenant Colonel John Darin Loftis started his life in Van Buren, Indiana. He then moved to Murray, Kentucky, with his father and mother in 1971 at the age of three; and

WHEREAS, Lieutenant Colonel John Darin Loftis was a 1986 graduate of Calloway County High School in Murray, Kentucky, and graduated from Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee, in 1990 with a degree in mechanical engineering. He also served in the United States Peace Corps with his wife Holly in New Guinea; and 

WHEREAS, Lieutenant Colonel John Darin Loftis entered the Air Force in 1996 by receiving his commission through Officer Training School. He was a space and missile officer who became a regional affairs strategist in 2008. Lt. Col. Loftis was then assigned to the United States Air Force Special Operations School, Air Force Special Operations Training Center at Hurlburt Field, Florida. He was deployed to Kabul, Afghanistan, in March 2011, with the 866th Air Expedition Force in support of Operation Enduring Freedom and worked in the Government of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan Ministry of the Interior with the cross-cultural AFpak Hands program as chief plans adviser; and

WHEREAS, the life of Lieutenant Colonel John Darin Loftis ended prematurely of wounds sustained from an attack at his office in the Interior Ministry, Kabul, Afghanistan; and

WHEREAS, according to Commander Lieutenant General Eric Fiel, Air Force Special Operations Command, Lieutenant Colonel John Darin Loftis "embodied the first Special Operation Forces truth that humans are more valuable than hardware, and through his work with the Afghan people, he was undoubtedly bettering their society." Lt. Col. Loftis gained praise from his servicemen for his ability to engage with Afghans through his knowledge of their language and culture; and

WHEREAS, his awards and decorations include the Bronze Star, Meritorious Service Medal, Air Force Commendation Medal, and Army Achievement Medal; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has the highest respect for Lieutenant Colonel John Darin Loftis, and is deeply grateful for the ultimate sacrifice he made for the freedom of all Americans; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Lieutenant Colonel John Darin Loftis has left a void that cannot be filled and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives expresses its most profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Lieutenant Colonel John Darin Loftis and proffers it sincerest condolences to the family and friends of Lt. Col. Loftis.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of Lieutenant Colonel John Darin Loftis.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Melvin B. Henley, 702 Capitol Avenue, Annex Room 357D, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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