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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Verna Johnson Perkins.

WHEREAS, Verna Johnson Perkins was born to the late Russell Johnson and Rana Stewart Johnson on January 31, 1919, in Knott County. She grew up in Mousie, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Verna Johnson Perkins was an equestrian who loved to show her horses. Her skill as a horseback rider was so exceptional that she was easily able to take little children for relaxing horseback rides; and

WHEREAS, Verna Johnson Perkins met her husband, former member of the Kentucky House of Representatives and former U.S. Congressman Carl Dewey Perkins, in the late 1930s. She considered him "quite a catch" and married him in 1939. When her husband became a Congressman in 1949, she initially worked in his  Washington, D.C. office without pay, but later quit to pursue her own teaching career. She started teaching in a predominately African American elementary school in southeast Washington, D.C. Verna Johnson Perkins was an outstanding teacher who enjoyed her students, although it was not always easy. Teaching for 30 years was a positive experience for her; and

WHEREAS, Verna Johnson Perkins played an important role in any education legislation that her husband, Congressman Carl Dewey Perkins sponsored. Her knowledge of the inner city schools complemented his understanding of the rural schools. Congressman Carl Dewey Perkins, with the able assistance of his wife, Verna Johnson Perkins, was instrumental in all the major social welfare and educational legislation that passed during his service in the U.S. Congress from 1949 until 1984; and

WHEREAS, Verna Johnson Perkins was a loving wife, mother, grandmother, and, great-grandmother who enjoyed her family. She was proud of her son who followed in his father's footsteps, Carl Christopher Perkins, former member of the Kentucky House of Representatives and former U.S. Congressman who served in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1984 until 1992, and became an ordained minister. Verna Johnson Perkins was preceded in death by her parents and her husband, Congressman Carl Dewey Perkins. She is survived by her son, former Congressman, Carl Christopher Perkins and his wife, Dr. Carol "Bunny" Perkins; her grandsons, Carl Andrew Perkins and Carl Christopher Perkins, Jr.; her granddaughter, Megan Nicole Bowman; and her great-grandchildren, Danica and Wyatt Perkins; and

WHEREAS, an endowment was created in the names of U.S. Congressman Carl Dewey and Verna Johnson Perkins to benefit the Hindman Settlement School in Hindman, Kentucky. Verna Johnson Perkins and her husband left a legacy of educational advancement in Kentucky and the United States; and

WHEREAS, Verna Johnson Perkins lived in The Lafayette, a senior living facility in Lexington, Kentucky, during the last years of her life. She departed this life on March 1, 2012;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Verna Johnson Perkins, widow of our former colleague and former Congressman Carl Dewey Perkins, and a career teacher in her own right, and offers its condolences to her family and many friends across the Commonwealth.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Verna Johnson Perkins.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Rev. Carl Christopher Perkins, 1401 15th Street, Huntington, West Virginia 25701-4021.
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