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A RESOLUTION requesting the Commissioner of the Department for Local Government to increase moneys designated to the Community Emergency Relief Fund allocation in the Small Cities Community Development Block Grant application.

WHEREAS, on Friday, March 2, 2012, an unusually severe storm system swept over the Ohio Valley Region of the United States, to include Kentucky, causing high winds, hail, excessive amounts of rainfall, and in several cases, powerful tornadoes that caused millions of dollars in total property damage, injured more than 300 individuals, and took the lives of over 20 individuals in Kentucky alone; and

WHEREAS, while damage was encountered in over 48 counties in the Commonwealth, the counties, and cities, within Johnson, Kenton, Laurel, Lawrence, Menifee, Morgan, and Pendleton Counties were particularly ravaged; and

WHEREAS, President Obama has seen fit to issue a major disaster declaration for the counties of Johnson, Kenton, Laurel, Lawrence, Menifee, Morgan, and Pendleton; and

WHEREAS, the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development makes federal funds available through the Small Cities Community Development Block Grant Program that the Kentucky Department for Local Government administers; and

WHEREAS, within this community development block grant there is a program area entitled the Community Emergency Relief Fund that allows for grants to be distributed to local governments that can be used on projects that meet fundability criteria set in the national Housing and Community Development Act, which would include, for example, storm clean-up, housing, and infrastructure restoration upon the declaration of a disaster by the Governor; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Department for Local Government sets the program area funding allocations contained in the Community Development Block Grant application;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives urges the Commissioner of the Department for Local Government to consider increasing the amount of funds available in the Community Emergency Relief Fund program area of the 2012 Small Cities Community Development Block Grant application to assist the affected communities as they begin to repair the damages caused by the severe storms and tornado outbreak of March 2, 2012.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Governor Steve Beshear, 700 Capitol Avenue, Suite 100, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601, and to Commissioner Tony Wilder, Kentucky Department for Local Government, 1024 Capital Center Drive, Suite 340, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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