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A RESOLUTION joining with McCreary County upon the occasion of its centennial celebration, and adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of McCreary County citizens past and present.

WHEREAS, the House of Representatives applauds the centennial celebration of the founding of McCreary County, Kentucky, and joins with its citizens to honor the momentous occasion; and

WHEREAS, for many generations, Kentuckians living in the region had dealt with isolation from their fellow citizens, cut off by steep escarpments, periodic flood waters, and long distances from the seats of government of the three counties that converged within that region; and

WHEREAS, at the end of the nineteenth century, in an attempt to remove the hindrances preventing the Big South Fork River region from reaching its highest potential for development, efforts were undertaken to separate the region from the counties of Pulaski, Wayne, and Whitley, with the goal of creating a new and separate county from the three parents. These initial attempts proved unsuccessful, but the citizens of the region fought on; and

WHEREAS, in 1911, another attempt to create a new county was begun with the introduction of legislation in the General Assembly calling for the creation of a new county in the Big South Fork River region, to be named after newly-elected Governor James B. McCreary. Introduced by Representative William B. Creekmore, a native of the region, the legislation languished in committee until an eloquent speech by Whitley County Attorney John Crittenden Bird, who convinced the committee of the righteousness of the legislation. The legislation was subsequently approved by the General Assembly and signed into law by Governor McCreary on March 12, 1912; and

WHEREAS, Governor McCreary appointed the new county's first officials: County Judge J.C. Goode, County Attorney W. F. Hinkle, Sheriff P. R. Bell, Jailer W. M. "Bill" Roberts, County Court Clerk Joe Myrick, and Superintendent of Schools W. S. Gilreath. The magistrates were Charles Haynes, J. A. Gilreath, Avery Williams, S. C. Bell, Lee Ballou, and John Vitatoe; and

WHEREAS, since its creation, McCreary County has stood as a testament to the wisdom of its creators. Local government has resulted in a better standard of living, increased security, and enhanced opportunities for the men and women living throughout the region. The decades following McCreary County's creation were prosperous, as the timber and mining industries provided employment for all who were willing to work. While the prosperity was reduced by the Great Depression, the citizens remained resolutely determined to maintain the quality and character of their community; and

WHEREAS, with the establishment of the Daniel Boone National Forest, in 1937, and the Big South Fork National River and Recreation Area, in 1976, McCreary County lost much of its tax base. These developments were unforeseen by the county's creators and presented challenges to the county government. Yet again, the citizens of McCreary County were undeterred, and they remain to this day determined to ensure that the struggles and sacrifices of their forefathers shall not have been in vain; and

WHEREAS, McCreary County is the only Kentucky county without an incorporated city, and the county seat is Whitley City. A tourism destination, the county boasts 430 square miles of the most beautiful country in the United States, as well as the rare moonbow phenomenon at Cumberland Falls; and

WHEREAS, the House of Representatives proudly salutes the progress of the citizens of McCreary County over the past 100 years, and this honorable body wishes the next century to be one of continued excellence as the citizens of Kentucky's youngest county unite with all citizens in the Commonwealth's march toward greatness;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives joins with the citizens of McCreary County in celebration of their centennial and encourages all citizens of Kentucky to do the same.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of all McCreary County citizens past and present.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is requested to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Sara Beth Gregory for delivery to the citizens of McCreary County, Kentucky.

Page 1 of 1
BR205600.100 - 2056 - 6426

Jacketed

