UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF 03/12/12
12 REG. SESS.
12 RS BR 2086


A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor and loving memory of United States Congressman Donald Payne.

WHEREAS, on July 16, 1934, Donald Milford Payne was born to William Evander Payne and the former Norma Garrett in the North Ward of Newark, New Jersey. Upon graduation from New Jersey's Seton Hall University, Congressman Payne became an English and social studies teacher and a football coach in the Newark and Passaic Public School Districts. Congressman Payne then ventured into the business world by holding executive positions at Prudential Insurance Company and Urban Data Systems, Inc.; and

WHEREAS, on top of his professional success as a teacher and businessman, Congressman Payne maintained a passion for public service throughout his entire adult life, from being on the Essex County Board of Chosen Freeholders to the Newark Municipal Council to being New Jersey's first African American to be elected to the United States Congress in 1988; and

WHEREAS, in the United States House of Representatives, Congressman Payne served as a senior member of the House Committee on Education and the Workforce and was a member of the Subcommittee on Early Childhood, Elementary, and Secondary Education and the Subcommittee on Workforce Protections. Having been a former teacher, Congressman Payne had a special commitment to strengthening the country's education system, closing the achievement gap, providing equitable funding for public schools, and making college more affordable; and

WHEREAS, Congressman Payne was also a senior member of the House Committee on Foreign Affairs and its Subcommittee on the Western Hemisphere and was the ranking member of the Subcommittee on Africa, Global Health, and Human Rights. Through his work on this committee, he pushed to provide humanitarian aid to developing countries, was the founder of the Malaria Caucus in Congress, and was at the forefront of efforts to restore democracy and human rights throughout the world; and

WHEREAS, Congressman Payne was a member of the Democratic Whip Organization, the House Democratic Leadership Advisory Group, was the chairman of the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation, and former chairman of the Congressional Black Caucus; and

WHEREAS, Congressman Payne served on the board of directors of the National Endowment for Democracy, TransAfrica, Discovery Channel Global Education Fund, Congressional Award Foundation, Boys and Girls Club of Newark, Newark Day Center, Newark YMCA, was chairman of the World Refugee and Rehabilitation Committee, and was the first African American president of the National Council of the YMCA; and

WHEREAS, since being elected to Congress in 1988, Congressman Payne exemplified public service by working tirelessly to promote workers' rights, secure affordable healthcare, and protect human rights worldwide. He was a champion of the poor and the working class and dedicated his life to serving the people of the 10th Congressional District; and

WHEREAS, Congressman Payne departed this earthly life on March 6, 2012, in Livingston, New Jersey, at the age of 77, leaving behind a grieving family and community that will always remember the values and ideals for which he lived. Preceded in death by his wife, Hazel Johnson, Congressman Payne is survived by his son, Donald Payne, Jr., two daughters, Wanda Payne and Nicole Payne, four grandchildren, and one great-grandchild;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives expresses its most profound sense of sorrow and deepest sympathy upon the passing of United States Congressman Donald Payne and extends its sincere condolences to his family, friends, and community.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of United States Congressman Donald Payne.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the members of the Kentucky Black Caucus at 100 East Vine Street, Lexington, Kentucky 40507; the National Black Caucus of State Legislators at 444 North Capitol Street, NW, Suite 622, Washington, DC 20001; and to the Payne family via Congressman Payne's Washington Office at 2310 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515.
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