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A RESOLUTION encouraging adequate health insurance coverage for brain injury rehabilitation.

WHEREAS, members of the General Assembly have become acutely aware of the emotional and financial impact a traumatic brain injury has on a person and his or her family, when one of our members sustained a traumatic brain injury in 2011 that dramatically changed his life and the life of his family, as he valiantly fights daily on his road to recovery to overcome the effects of his brain injury; and

WHEREAS, approximately five percent of Kentucky residents are estimated to have a brain injury; and

WHEREAS, 31,567 Kentuckians sustained a traumatic brain injury in 2010, with 27,101 treated and released from a hospital emergency department, 3,403 were hospitalized and 1,063 died; and

WHEREAS, almost one-fifth of Kentucky households report having at least one member of the household with a history of brain injury; and

WHEREAS, nationwide 5.3 million people are living with long-term disability from brain injury, or two and one-half percent of the nation's population; and

WHEREAS, almost one-third of persons with a brain injury report the need for professional services following their injury, including physical, occupational and speech therapy, vocational training, residential services and environmental modifications; and

WHEREAS, 45 percent of persons with a brain injury report a loss of employment or educational opportunity as a result of their injury; and

WHEREAS, health insurance covers hospital care after a traumatic brain injury but covers, on average, only 20 days of outpatient rehabilitation upon discharge from the hospital; and

WHEREAS, insurers do not differentiate between the number of days of rehabilitation covered for a shattered arm and a shattered brain; and

WHEREAS, recovery from a traumatic brain injury requires medical, physical, cognitive, and affective behavioral rehabilitation treatment for at least 60 days after discharge from the hospital; and

WHEREAS, increasing the number of days of necessary rehabilitation treatment for persons with a traumatic brain injury results in measurable improvement in functionality with activities of daily living or by return to meaningful employment; and

WHEREAS, the improvement in functionality or return to meaningful employment for a survivor of a brain injury results in greater self-sufficiency and less cost to the citizens of Kentucky who provide a large portion of the funding for disability and Medicaid;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The General Assembly is encouraged to examine the financial and emotional impact associated with traumatic brain injury on injured Kentuckians, members of their families, and all citizens of the Commonwealth, and to examine the recuperative benefit of expanded rehabilitation of persons who have suffered a brain injury, and to examine the benefits of extending health coverage of Kentuckians to increase the numbers of days of rehabilitation upon discharge from the hospital.

Section 2.   Health insurers in all markets in Kentucky and self-insured employers are encouraged to increase coverage of insureds for traumatic brain injury rehabilitation immediately after hospitalization to no less than 60 days.

Section 3.   The House of Representatives adopts this Resolution in honor of Representative Dewayne Bunch.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to the Kentucky Association of Health Plans, Inc., c/o Melodie Shrader, 724 Center Street, Henderson, Kentucky 42420, Americas Health Insurance Plans, c/o M. Kathleen Zirkelbach, 601 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, South Building. Suite 500, Washington, D.C. 20004, the Kentucky Chamber of Commerce, David C. Adkisson, 464 Chenault Road, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601, the Kentucky Association of Manufacturers, c/o Gregory Higdon, 609 Chamberlin Avenue, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601, the Kentucky Self-Insurers Association, c/o Ray D. Gillespie, 207 Shelby Street, P.O. Box 1183 Frankfort, Kentucky 40602, the National Federation of Independent Business, c/o John T. Underwood IV, 1501 Twilight Trail, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601, the Commonwealth of Kentucky Personnel Cabinet, Secretary Tim Longmeyer, State Office Building, 501 High Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601, the Kentucky Brain Injury Trust Fund Board, Cabinet for Health and Family Services, Department Aging and Independent Living, Long Term Living Branch, 275 East Main St., 3 E-E, Frankfort, Kentucky 40621, and the Brain Injury Alliance of Kentucky, 7410 New LaGrange Road, Suite 100, Louisville, Kentucky 40222.
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