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A RESOLUTION honoring Jim Host upon his selection to the National Collegiate Basketball Hall of Fame.

WHEREAS, Jim Host, a native of Ashland, Kentucky, was a standout high school baseball player whose father insisted he turn down a $25,000 bonus to play professional baseball in order to accept a scholarship to the University of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, after graduating from the University of Kentucky, Jim Host worked in State Government as the Commissioner of Public Information in the late 1960s and was a candidate for Lieutenant Governor in 1971; and

WHEREAS, after his experience in electoral politics, Jim Host returned to Lexington, and with campaign debt and just $107 in his pocket, rented an office over a barber shop on Main Street and opened Jim Host and Associates, which would later be named Host Communications; and

WHEREAS, Jim Host, capitalizing on the intense fan passion for University of Kentucky sports, obtained exclusive radio broadcast rights to UK sports and eventually built a network of over 100 stations, including 50,000 watt stations in Louisville and Cincinnati that allowed Wildcat sports to be heard throughout most of the eastern United States; and

WHEREAS, using his innate business savvy, Jim Host expanded the concept of rights and marketing beyond mere broadcast rights, and as a result created the business known as collegiate sports marketing, tying businesses and universities together in a mutually beneficial relationship that has helped drive the increasing popularity of events such as the NCAA Men's Basketball Tournament; and

WHEREAS, although he sold the business to IMG and retired in 2003, Jim Host's impact on the field of collegiate sports marketing is so prevalent that people throughout the industry still refer to IMG College's university businesses as Host Communications; and

WHEREAS, upon his retirement, Jim Host became more involved in the civic life of the Commonwealth, serving as Secretary of the Kentucky Commerce Cabinet, and spearheading the development and construction of the KFC Yum! Center through his chairmanship of the Louisville Arena Authority; and

WHEREAS, Jim Host has recently been honored for his contributions to the Commonwealth through the establishment of two awards by the Bluegrass Sports Commission: the Jim Host Sports Business Award, given annually to a Kentuckian who has achieved a high level of success in the sports business industry and has had a positive impact on Kentucky; and the Jim Host Youth Sports Award, given annually to a Kentuckian who has achieved great success in coaching, administering, volunteering, or otherwise associating with youth or high school sports; and

WHEREAS, Jim Host's profound impact on the world of college basketball was recently recognized when he was selected as part of the 2012 class to be enshrined at the National Collegiate Basketball Hall of Fame;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the House of Representatives do hereby commend Jim Host for his many contributions to the Commonwealth, congratulate him upon his selection to the National Collegiate Basketball Hall of Fame, and wish him good fortune in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Jeff Hoover for presentation to Jim Host.
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