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A RESOLUTION honoring the duPont Manual High School Lady Crimsons upon winning the 2012 Kentucky High School Athletic Association Girls Sweet Sixteen Basketball Tournament.

WHEREAS, on Saturday, March 10, 2012, before 4,370 fans at Diddle Arena on the Western Kentucky University campus, the duPont Manual High School Lady Crimsons defeated the Marion County Lady Knights 58-54 to become champions of the 2012 Kentucky High School Athletic Association Girls Sweet Sixteen Basketball Tournament; and

WHEREAS, with the victory, the Lady Crimsons earned duPont Manual High School's first state championship, capping a 37-2 season in which they won their last 22 games, and they finished the season ranked 20th in the nation; and

WHEREAS, the Lady Crimsons achieved the title of tournament champions after advancing to the semifinals in three of the previous five years, and they were runners-up in the 2011 tournament; and

WHEREAS, this year's championship game was played between number one ranked duPont Manual and number two ranked Marion County. The game featured numerous lead changes, and the Lady Crimsons did not secure the lead for good until late in the fourth quarter; and

WHEREAS, the Lady Crimsons were led by seniors April Wilson, Kara Wright, and LeAsia Wright, who were each named to the Sweet Sixteen All-Tournament Team. Ms. Wilson, who was a four-year starter and with over 1,500 career points, was named the tournament's Most Valuable Player; and

WHEREAS, in addition, the Lady Crimsons' roster included senior Lauren Bodine; juniors Morgan Allen, Destony Curry, Katie Long, and Kayla Styles; sophomores Erika Hawkins, Alexis Pasley, and Tabitha Mitchell; and freshmen Teanna Curry, Alisha Davis-Kent, and Aricka Prentice; and

WHEREAS, the Lady Crimsons' journey is a testament not only to the talent of their student athletes, but to the talent and dedication of Head Coach Stacy Pendleton, who was named Courier-Journal Coach of the Year and Kentucky Association of Basketball Coaches Coach of the Year, the latter of which he had also earned in 2005 and 2011. Under Coach Pendleton's leadership, the team has excelled on the court with skill and determination, but more importantly, the coaches and young women have held true to their core values of setting and meeting high expectations, learning and growing, being socially responsible citizens in the community, developing shared leadership, and holding each other accountable for their actions in the classroom, on the court, and in the community; and

WHEREAS, Coach Pendleton was assisted by coaches Lynn Johnson, Tim Holman, and Morrisa Benberry; support staffers Becky Williams and Eugene Carner; and team managers Jessi O'Daniel, Elizabeth Brown, and Natalie Carner; and

WHEREAS, the sustained excellence of the duPont Manual High School Lady Crimsons from a Jefferson County team with no championship banners to a nationally top ranked team with its first Kentucky High School Athletic Association Girls Sweet Sixteen Basketball Tournament championship victory has earned the team a spot amongst the greatest programs in the history of high school athletics;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the House of Representatives, both individually and collectively, do hereby congratulate the duPont Manual High School Lady Crimsons basketball team upon winning the 2012 Kentucky High School Athletic Association Girls Sweet Sixteen Basketball Tournament, laud their sustained excellence on the court and in the classroom and community, and wish them good fortune in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall transmit a copy of this Resolution to Coach Stacy Pendleton, duPont Manual High School, 120 West Lee Street, Louisville, Kentucky 40208.
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