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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Lois Howard Gray.

WHEREAS, Lois Howard Gray was one of the most successful women entrepreneurs in Kentucky and the mother of the current Mayor of Lexington, Jim Gray. Her administrative talents made her a great asset on many board of directors and she became a great advocate for education and the arts. One of the most capable women in Kentucky she was devoted to the arts and a brilliant artist in her own right; and

WHEREAS, Lois Howard Gray was born on September 20, 1920, in Glasgow, Kentucky, to the late Julia Franklin Howard and Dr. Carl Clifford Howard; and

WHEREAS, Lois Howard Gray graduated from Transylvania University and later earned a master's degree in art education from Peabody College at Vanderbilt University. When World War II came, she became a lieutenant junior grade in the Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service where she drafted and mapped the positions of the U.S. ships in the Atlantic Ocean. In 1947, she married James Norris Gray and operated a home interior supply business; and

WHEREAS, Lois Howard Gray and her husband, James Norris Gray, co-founded James N. Gray Construction Company in Glasgow, Kentucky. Just 12 years later, her loving husband died, leaving her with six children and a major construction company. Immediately, she took over as the chair of the board of directors of the James N. Gray Construction Company and began to learn the business. She had faith that the family business could overcome mistakes and be successful. Her business savvy paid off. During her tenure as chair of the board from 1972 until 2000, she took the company from the brink of insolvency and developed the family owned business into one of the most outstanding top design-build contractors in the nation. In 1990, the family owned business moved its headquarters to Lexington. Today, James N. Gray Construction Company has offices in Bowling Green, Birmingham, Alabama, and Tokyo. Additionally, it owns WS Construction in Versailles and Gray-I.C.E. Builders in Anaheim, California; and

WHEREAS, Lois Howard Gray was a remarkable woman who was active in many professional organizations. She was a founding member of the Lexington Chapter of the National Association of Woman Business Owners. In 2002, she received the national organization's highest honor, she earned the National Woman Business Owner of the Year; and

WHEREAS, Lois Howard Gray advocated educational excellence. Her service on the board of her alma mater, Transylvania University, Lindsey Wilson College, the Kentucky Council on Higher Education, the Kentucky Educational Foundation, and the Governor's Scholars Program added immensely to the excellence of these institutions. Likewise, she was a member of the Prichard Committee for Academic Excellence; and

WHEREAS, Lois Howard Gray enjoyed promoting the arts as well as painting watercolors of the Barren County countryside and coastal Maine. Her distinct style as an artist helped her to capture the essence of the places that had meant so much to her. She was active in the Kentucky Arts Council and a member of the Kentucky Oral History Commission. Among her many accomplishments, she served as the state chairwoman for the opening of the Kentucky Center for the Arts in Louisville, Kentucky, and was a founding member of the Horse Cave Theatre; and

WHEREAS, Lois Howard Gray was a wonderful, caring mother who was dedicated to her family. Preceded in death by her husband, James Norris Gray, she is survived by her two cherished daughters, Julia Navolio and her husband Jim, and Elisabeth Gray McKeachie and her husband, Rev. William McKeachie; her four sons: Mayor Jim Gray, Howard and his wife Cassandra Gray, Franklin Gray and his wife, Vanessa Wells-Gray, and Stephen and his wife, Lisa Gumm-Gray; two sisters; 18 grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, Lois Howard Gray was one of the most accomplished women in all areas of her life. She was a good judge of character and approachable and genuine with everyone. The Kentucky Commission on Women awarded her its Lifetime Achievement Award in 2007; and

WHEREAS, Lois Howard Gray departed this earthly life on March 19, 2012, at the age of 91 years old. The loss of this extraordinary woman is mourned by her loving family, many cherished friends, customers, and her community. Lois Howard Gray is admired both nationally and internationally;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives expresses its deep sense of sorrow upon the passing of Lois Howard Gray, an outstanding woman entrepreneur who was an advocate in arts and education, and extends to her family, friends, and community its sincere condolences.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of the late Lois Howard Gray.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representative is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Ruth Ann Palumbo for delivery to the family.
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