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A RESOLUTION urging the Commonwealth of Kentucky and its institutions to avoid doing business with or investing in activities associated with the government of Iran.

WHEREAS, the government of Iran constitutes a threat to the security of the United States and other countries around the world through its actions, including illicit nuclear activities, the development of unconventional weapons and ballistic missiles, and its support for international terrorism; and

WHEREAS, the government of Iran has repeatedly flaunted the authority of the United Nations Security Council and the International Atomic Energy Agency over the development of its nuclear program, which the International Atomic Energy Agency believes is an attempt not to provide energy resources for its people but rather to develop nuclear weapons; and

WHEREAS, the Congress of the United States imposed sanctions on Iran in 1996, and expanded those sanctions through the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and Divestment Act of 2010. These sanctions are in addition to those imposed by the United Nations Security Council, which are designed to encourage the government of Iran to suspend their illicit nuclear activities and comply with its obligations under the 1970 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty; and

WHEREAS, in addition to their weapons technology, the government of Iran also continues to engage in serious, systematic, and ongoing violations of human rights, including suppression of freedom of expression and religion, illegitimately prolonged detention, torture, and executions. These violations have increased in the aftermath of the fraudulent presidential election in Iran in 2009; and

WHEREAS, the government of Iran has been unresponsive to the many efforts of engagement by the International Atomic Energy Agency, the international community, and our president towards diplomatic resolutions to these issues; and

WHEREAS, the United States government, other state governments, local governments, educational institutions, and private institutions, business firms, and other investors are disassociating themselves from companies that conduct business activities in the energy sector of Iran, since such business activities may directly or indirectly support the efforts of the government of Iran to achieve a nuclear weapons capability; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky and its institutions surely do not want to in any way support the rogue government of Iran in its attempts to achieve nuclear weapon capability;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives joins the United States government, the international community, other state and local governments, and the myriad of institutions that have disassociated themselves from companies that conduct business activities in the energy sector of Iran in condemning the actions of the government of Iran.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives urges the Commonwealth of Kentucky and its institutions to avoid doing business or investing in activities that in any way are associated with the government of Iran.
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