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A RESOLUTION recognizing Wednesday, March 28, 2012, as Wear Denim for Sexual Assault Awareness Day.

WHEREAS, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, one in four women, and one in nine men, experience sexual assault in their lifetime; and

WHEREAS, statistics show 20.4 percent of women, or about 345,000, in Kentucky had been raped or sexually assaulted in the state in 2010. In the same year, 19 percent of men reportedly experienced sexual violence; and

WHEREAS, in 2010, 24 percent of men reported being victims of stalking, and 47.7 percent of women – 812,000 statewide – experienced sexual violence of some kind; and

WHEREAS, Denim Day began in 1992, after the Italian High Court overturned a rape conviction ruling that the 16-year-old victim was culpable for wearing tight jeans. When this happened, Italian legislators protested the next day by wearing jeans to work, launching an international statement against sexual violence; and

WHEREAS, the Denim Day event is held at the Center for Women and Families, a private, nonprofit organization that each year helps 30,000 victims of domestic and sexual abuse at five locations serving nine area counties;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives strives to raise awareness of sexual violence and to be proactive to take steps to stop sexual violence across the Commonwealth.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of those that work to brings awareness to sexual violence and those that have been victims of sexual violence.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mary Lee Underwood, P.O. Box 4028, Frankfort, Kentucky 40604. 
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