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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of the gentleman from Calloway 5, Representative Melvin Henley upon the occasion of his retirement.

WHEREAS, one day in 1935, a baby of just three days of age was brought to a farm off Edge Hill Trail in rural Western Kentucky to be raised by a relative because his mother had left this world as he entered it. That baby boy was Melvin Henley. A child of humble roots and meager means, he would spend his days working on the farm and riding mules, but dreaming of bigger goals and a better life; and

WHEREAS, Melvin Henley served in the United States Air Force from 1954 to 1958, and later received both a Bachelor of Science and Master's of Business Administration from Murray State University and his Doctorate from Ole Miss; he taught at Murray State for 36 years, serving as Chair of the Chemistry Department and is a member of the United States Chemical Society. He served as Mayor of the city of Murray from 1978 to 1982, and was named Citizen of the Year by the Murray-Calloway County Chamber of Commerce in 1981. A self-made businessman, Melvin has received many honors, including Boss of the Year, the Kentucky Industrial Development Council's 2003 Volunteer of the Year; and was a member, and later chair of the Murray-Calloway County Hospital Board; and

WHEREAS, Melvin Henley was elected in 2004 to the House of Representatives, serving the citizens of Calloway and a portion of Trigg County as the Gentleman from Calloway 5. During his tenure, he has served on the Budget Review Subcommittee on Postsecondary Education; the Economic Development Committee; Elections, Constitutional Amendments and Intergovernmental Affairs; State Government; Tourism Development and Energy; and Transportation. He has also served as co-chair of the Capital Planning Advisory Board; and

WHEREAS, despite his incredible intellect and his eloquence on those somewhat rare occasions when Representative Henley rises to speak in this chamber, he is a man of humility, humor, and honor. Regardless of the success that he has achieved as a teacher, public servant, and, finally as a member of this great General Assembly, he takes his greatest pride in the knowledge that he has never forgotten that little boy tilling the soil and riding the mule; he has devoted his life to helping the needy, the disenfranchised, and those who aspire to rise to give their children a better life. Those old west Kentucky roots run deep and have helped Melvin Henley achieve successes beyond what he had dreamed of so long ago;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of the Gentleman from Calloway as he takes his leave from this August Body, and extends to him and his adoring wife, Rita, who has served along with him, and who has become a cherished part of the legislative family, every good wish for a long and happy retirement.
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