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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of the Representative Royce Adams upon the occasion of his retirement.

WHEREAS, Royce Adams was born in Grant County, Kentucky, in 1938, and graduated from Grant County High School before beginning a career in agriculture and small business, and building a lifetime of selfless service to his community, his Commonwealth, and his country, serving as a Staff Sergeant in the United States Army during the early 1960s; and

WHEREAS, Royce Adams, a successful small businessman, has owned and operated Adams Oil, located in Williamstown, for 46 years; has served on the Grant County Fair Board for 18 years, as well as the Grant County Chamber of Commerce; and has been involved in the horse industry as a breeder, a member of the Bluegrass Morgan Horse Association, and the American Morgan Horse Association; and

WHEREAS, in 1992, Royce was elected to the Kentucky House of Representatives to represent the 61st legislative district, and has served in that capacity for two decades, working diligently for the citizens of Gallatin, Grant, and Owen Counties. Quiet and unassuming, the Gentleman from Grant has carried out his legislative duties with fairness and dignity, earning him the reputation as one of the most widely-respected members of the General Assembly. Currently, Royce serves as vice chair of the Agriculture and Small Business Committee, chairman of the Budget Subcommittee for General Government, and is a member of the Appropriations and Revenue Committee, as well as many interim joint committees; and

WHEREAS, during the course of his legislative career, Royce Adams has fought for many legislative initiatives for the citizens of his district, including a connector road between Williamstown and Dry Ridge; the Barnes Road Interchange off I-75 and the Dry Ridge by-pass; a natural gas line for Owen County; laptop computers for the Williamstown Police; the Grant County Library; and the Senior Center at the Williamstown City Building. He has sponsored legislation to create a license plate for the Horse Council, generating some $900,000 in revenue annually; the Safe Boating Law of 1996; the Farm Animal Liability Act; a resolution naming Gallatin County the Motor Sports Capital of Kentucky; and has protected farmers through his work with the tobacco settlement distribution; and

WHEREAS, while there is no question that the Gentleman from Grant has served his constituents and his Commonwealth through his legislative achievements, perhaps he will be best remembered by those he has served, and with whom he has served, for his impeccable character and gentle spirit. A man of great faith, Royce has no need to tout his high standards of morality and conviction, because he exhibits those qualities as he walks through this life. As the years pass, and others occupy the seats in this great chamber, his legislative achievements may fade into memory, but his greatest legacy-integrity-will be passed on from those who served with and for him. In the words of Parable 24 of the Teaching for Merikare, "Instill the love of you into all the world, for good character is what is remembered";

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the House of Representatives congratulate the Gentleman from Grant, Representative Royce Adams, upon his retirement from this August Body, and wish him and his lovely wife, Rita, many years of health and happiness as they share their lives with their beloved family.

Section 2.    When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Representative Royce Adams, public servant.
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