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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of the Gentleman from Caldwell 4, Representative Michael E. "Mike" Cherry, upon his retirement from this August Body following 13 years of dedicated service to the people of the Commonwealth, and a lifetime of patriotic service to his country.

WHEREAS, Representative Michael E. "Mike" Cherry was first elected to this Honorable Body in 1998, representing the citizens of Caldwell, Crittenden, Livingston, and eastern McCracken Counties, and has served his constituents with dedication, determination, and pride; and

WHEREAS, during his time in the House of Representatives, Representative Cherry has served on various committees including the Education, Agriculture and Small Business, and Veterans, Military Affairs and Public Safety Committees. He has been the vice chair of the Appropriations and Revenue Committee and the chair of the State Government Committee. He has also served as the House Majority party representative on the governor-appointed State Merit System Blue Ribbon Commission; and 

WHEREAS, Representative Cherry earned his Bachelor of Science degree from Murray State University and his Master's of Science Degree from the University of Louisville. He also earned master's degree equivalents from the Naval War College and the National Defense University; and

WHEREAS, Representative Cherry honorably served his country as a United States Navy Captain and a Vietnam War combat veteran; and

WHEREAS, in his community, Representative Cherry has served as Treasurer and Men's Fellowship President of the Central Presbyterian Church; has been a member of the Caldwell County Site Based Decision Making Council, the Cooperative Extension Council, and the Caldwell Free Clinic Board of Directors; and has chaired the Princeton Tourism Commission and the seven-county regional School-to-Work Council; and 

WHEREAS, Representative Cherry has been named Princeton's Citizen of the Year by the Fraternal Order of Elks, the Kiwanis Club, and the Woodman of the World, and has received the Princeton Chamber of the Commerce Achievement Award for Outstanding Community Service; and

WHEREAS, legislators will remember Representative Cherry in celebration of the additional food he will be leaving behind at receptions and will start a collection for the meals he will now have to purchase after his term at the legislature; and

WHEREAS, Representative Cherry is known as a loving husband to his wife, Gale, and the proud father to his son, Davis, and will always be subordinate to his wife, the Mayor of Princeton, as she holds a higher elective status in both the community and at home; and 

WHEREAS, Representative Cherry has lived a life of integrity and service to his fellow citizens, and will leave a lasting legacy to those who will follow in his footsteps. His advice of "moving on smartly" will be remembered as the General Assembly moves on in his honor. Throughout his military and legislative service, Representative Cherry has epitomized these words: "What do we mean by patriotism in the context of our times? [What] we mean is a sense of national responsibility. . . a patriotism which is not short, frenzied outbursts of emotion, but the tranquil and steady dedication of a lifetime";

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Representative Michael E. "Mike" Cherry, for his work and dedication for the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
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